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Office Memorandum • united staSs government 




DAT«: 3/31/59 


On the afternoon of 3/10/58, SA DAVID P. HURLEY 
observed AARON KATZ, organizer for the National Headquarters 
of the Committee to Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL, 
doing some typing in the lobby of the YMCA, 1736 G Street, 
N.W. , WDC. Upon completion of the typing, KATZ deposited 
several handwritten pages in the trash container in the 
lobby of the YMCA. These pages were recovered by SA HURLEY 
and are maintained in WTO file 100-25474 1B3 61. These 
pages state as follows: 


to , SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) 

/Ly * - — * — ~ »*** 

•™*AC, WPO (100-25474) 






subject : NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE 

JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL, aha. 
IS - C; ISA Of 1950 
(OO: NY) 


"Dear Mr. Hollander: 

"At first thought it s*eems wreng-fee-me regrettable 
that someone well-informed about various aspects of the 
Sobell case not be present at the Exec, meeting, to answer 
any questions or doubts. However, considering the minimal 
nature of the proposed resolution (it doesn't discuss 
guilt or innocence, call for a new trial, raise questions 
about prosecution, perjury, suppression and other illegalities). 
I should imagine our participation would be unnecessary.... 
Should there, however, be doubts or negative feelings, I do 
hope you will call upon us to present our reasons. You 
would then be in a better position to decide whether they 
have merit. 


"You asked some searching questions, and I should 
like to better explore one, 'Why should we be concerned 
about a case which a good circuit court has affirmed?'. 

"You answered it when you brought up the Sacco 
Vanzettl case, then negated it by referring to superior 
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reputation of Federal Courts, then it was answered again 
by referring to large numbers of Supreme Court reversals* The 
McCarthy period with the adverse court rulings, has not 
yet been repaired. The present court is more in tune with 
the late Judge Frank* s rulings, and Judge Frank did 
dissent in Sobell 's case, holding that Kaufman had committed 
reversible error and that Sobell was entitled to a new 
trial. 


• '"The court considered the sentence unusual but 
ruled that *it lacked the power to mftdify sentences falling 
within the statutory limitations. 1 (The new Supreme Court, 
in California's Yates contempt case, established that the 
higher courts do have this power. That decision came too 
late to help in this case.) 

"The trial took place midst Korean wartime anti- 
communist hysteria. And a basic issue was never reviewed by 
any court, the credibility of the govt, witnesses. The 
Circuit Court held that in the Federal courts, it was barred 
from examining this question, though * doubtless, without 
the Greenglass testimony, the conviction could not stand. 1 

"There are many other reasons why this court didn't 
act. Among them is the fact that 'wholly reprehensable* 
conduct on the part of the prosecution was first brought to 
light and conclusively established years after the trial was 
over. New evidence which cast doubt on the entire trial and 
verdict was discovered and confirmed after the trial and appeal 
were over. 4 Supreme Court judges wanted to look at this 
new evidence, which never reached the court for lack of a 
fifth. 


"Perjury and doubletalk was used by the govt, to 
confuse the courts and cloud the issues* Thus as late as 

1956, Judge Kaufman wrote in a 50 page decision denying a 
Sobell plea Sir a hearing for a new trial. 'The govt, has 
never contended that Sobell was legally deported.' Yet, arguing 
before Judge Medina in the Circuit Court in the spring of 

1957, on this same Sobell appeal, U.S. Atty Williams eentended 
stated 'The govt, now maintains, and has always maintained 
that Sobell was legally, deported.' (The Supreme Court, not 
granting certiorari, never resolved these and other 
contradictions. ) 
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"Now let me stick to the issues envokd by the 
inordinately high sentence. Consider this fact, and the 
inordinate nature of the sentence becomes clearcut. 

Had Sobell been involved in the gravest kind of espionage, 
atomic, his acts having allegedly occurred from 1946 onward, 
he would hve been subject to a maximum penalty of 10 years. 

For non-atomic acts, (but tried with Rosenbergs) he received ( 

30 years! (No acts were alleged against Sobell, merely t 

'discussions,' and even this only by one man, an admitted 
perjurer, under psychiatric care, testifying in the hope that 
he wouldn't be punished for his perjury. .. .he never was!) 

"(For the Rosenbergs, because their alleged acts 
were atomic, during the war while the Russians were allies, but 
before the protection afforded by the atomic Energy Act 
of 1946 was held to cover them, Judge Kaufman authorized 
death sentences.) 

"The Rosenbergs paid supremely, because their 
aefc9 alleged acts were atomic; Sobell received the maximum 
prison sentence, because his alleged discussions were non-atomic! 

"Tokyo Rose and Axis Sally, guilty of treason 
during wartime, for the enemy, receive 10 year sentences - - 
and actual acts have to be proven in treason trials. So6ell, 
charged with conspiracy, no acts alleged, gets 30 years. 

1 shall attach a sheet which discusses comparative 
sentences. Let me revert to one more point, however: 

"It was only after the Circuit Court had affirmed, 
that 3 of the chief gov't, witnesses were pretty well 
discredited as liars. I refer to David Greenglass, without 
whose testimony, according to the Ciro. Court, the conviction 
could not stand; Harry Gold, the link with the Russians; 
and Elizabeth Bently, 'the missing link, ' who linked 
Espionage to Communism. 

"Harry Gold was disbelieved by a Federal Jury in the 
perjury trial of Benj. Smily in Dayton, Ohio. Elizabeth 
Bently was discredited with the vindication of William Henry 
Taylor. David Greenglass was discredited before scientists 
following his statements to the Int. Sec. Comm, that Rosenberg 
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stole our Sputnik secrets and gave them to the Russians; 
bjr his ewa handwritten statements to his atty. , admitting 
he'd lied to the FBI; by his wile's statements to bis 
atty, describing him as a pathological liar; and by his 
brother's affidavit, that David had stolen uranium from 
the govt, (about which Greenglass had perjured himself 
at the trial.)" 

The "Washington Post" dated 3/25/59, Page A 12, 
carried the following under the heading "Letters to the 
Editor": 

"The Case of Morton Sobell 

"We are American citizens who believe that the 
sentence of Morton Sobell should now be commuted. Sobell 
was convicted of conspiring with others to transmit to 
the Soviet Union writings and information relating to the 
national defense of the United States and was sentenced on 
April 1, 1951, to serve 30 years in Federal prison. 

"Morton Sobell was tried with Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg, who were convicted of espionage in connection 
with the atomic bomb and who were sentenced to death and 
later executed. Sobell, however, was never implicated in 
any way with involvement in the atomic espionage for which 
the Rosenbergs were convicted. This fact was confirmed by 
the judge who sentenced Sobell. 

" This statement is not concerned with the Rosenberg 
conviction. We are and consistently have been convinced 
anti- Communists. Hone are associated with any organization, 
committee, or group of any kind concerned either with the 
case of the Rosenbergs or that of Sobell, nor are any of us 
connected in any way with Morton Sobell or any members of 
his family. After study of the case, we believe that the 
following considerations warrant a commutation of the very 
heavy sentence Sobell is now serving. 

"1. Sobell was never implicated with atomic espionage 
for which the Rosenbergs were convicted. 

"2. The charges against Sobell, supported mainly 
by the testimony of one man, Max Elitcher, were that he had 
solicited information, and had, on one occasion, taken some- 
thing which looked like a can of film to Julius Rosenberg. 
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No specific item of information supposed to have been secured 
by him or transmitted by him to anyone else is specified 
in the record. The case against him, therefore , 
is vague in content and slender in proof. The possibility 
that a trip to Mexico which he and his family took should 
be construed as flight cannot be ignored, though it is 
subject to various interpretations. 

"3. Whether or not the judge and prosecution made 
sufficient efforts to provide a fair trial, we ought to 
recognize that the emotions surrounding the trial of the 
Rosenbergs and the fact that Sobell 's case was tried with 
theirs made it difficult to separate the two cases and 
to recognize the very different character of the two charges 
and the evidence introduced to support them respectively. 

”4. Sobell has already served, with good conduct, 
nearly eight years in prison, six of them in Alcatraz, 

”5. As Americans we are fully aware of the threat 
of communism to our freedom and way of life. Any attack 
on that freedom from without or within must be resisted. 
Nevertheless, one of the factors which makes that freedom so 
precious is its capacity to practice a disciplined and 
humane administration of justice precisely in those cases 
where emotions are aroused which make it difficult to 
remain objective about the merits of a specific case. 

We believe a commutation of the Sobell sentence would demonstrate 
our national faith in that freedom. 

"RE INHOLD NIEBUHR, JOHN C. BENNETT, PAUL RAMSEY, 

GERHARD O. W. MUELLER, EDMOND CAHN, DANIEL DAY WILLIAMS, 

JEROME NATHANS ON. 

"New York." 
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Informants and sour cos of the Boston Office, when recontacted 
during March, 1959, advised tliat they had no Information as 
to the Boston representative to the above captioned national 
committee, nor did they, have "any information that no- represent a- - 
tive would be appointed,. . --.j;;.: ..... .• v .. ...^ ..„• .i , 

Efforts are continuing In. the, Boston Office to identify such . ■. v,. v - 
■a representative, 'or detenalne that no representative will ..' ' r r 
be appointed, * . 
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is exempt from disclosure. In its entirety, - 
under (b)(7)(D) as information contained in^ 
this serial would identify an informant^to 
whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 
has been given. This information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were . ^ 

attended by a limited number of people known . 
to the informant and/or information from these ' 
meetings and situations in which an Informant 
was in close contact with members of these 
organizations, disclosure of which would reveal 
his identity. . . .. — . , r _ . . ... . . / 
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1 f 0n 3-20-59/ 

'• folio; fine one-page repo 


personally furnished the 
original Is filed In 


Q^O 


"I am turning over to you today the following 
i, ; correspondence from the Sobell Committee Hdqt • 


in N.Y.C. 


"1) MfenK> #39 dated 1/23/59 ,- 

2) Memo #40 - ^12/59* Enclosed Is a form letter 

to President Elsenhower# & memorial statement 
regarding Emanuel a. Block# a press release and a 
copy of a letter to the editor of the Washington 
Post to Mrs Sobell. 

3) Memo #42*“dated 3/10/59 

4) Memo #4l ** 2/27/59T Enclosed is a statement 

on the Sobell Case as it appeared In the M. Y. Times. 

5) Letter from Chicago Sobell Committee 1/5/59* 
Enclosed is an appeal on behalf of Sobell which 
appeared in a Chicago newspaper. " 




did furnish the following items 1 


l. Memo Not^Hiated 1-23-59 from "Committee to Secure 
dustloe for Morton Sobell# 940 Broadway# Mew York 10# Mew York." 
The liutno announces that beginning 2-9-59 there will be a 
representative in Washington for a period of two months to 
help build support for Morton Sobell’s freedom. This individual 
will be Mr. A. KATZ# who "is extremely familiar with all 
aspects of our work and will be visiting with congressmen# 
tenet cru and representatives of national organizations." Local 


1 -^fflB^Sobell Comm.UR.M.) 

1 — Chicago (Sobell Comm.)(R.M.J 
1 -r Los Angeles (Sobell Com. )(B.M. 
\t - Mew York (Sobell Comm/JCB.Mji^ 
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■ Sobell groups are asked to write their congressmen and senators 
on behalf of Sobell and to send copies of such letters to the 
Committee to Secure justice for Morton Sobell in New York City so 
they in turn can give them to KATZ to bo used as a guide* 


Tho details of this Memo No* 39 were furnished the 
Bureau* wy 0 and New York in a dnal* 

2* J • Memo No. 40* 2-13-59# on letterhead "Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell* " <?4o Broadway* New York 10* 

New York* Memo states an independent letter signed by a group of 
eminent Americans Is being sent to noted individuals throughout 
the country asking that they participate in a "Commission of 
inquiry to objectively study the Rosonberg-Sobell Caae*" Local 
Sobell groups are asked to suggest community leaders who might 
be invited to serve on such a commission* 

nils memo states that the possibility of a scientist's 
appeal for Sobell is being explored and a draft of a statement 
in which scientists might bo Interested is enclosed. Local 
Sobell groups ore asked to show {his draft to scientists of 
stature In their city and ask what they tliink of it as well as 
whether they will sign and distribute it among fellow scientists* 

, s Memo No. 40 states a new Sobell Committee is getting 
under way in Buffalo, It further states that since the election 
of BEN RATNER as Chairman of the New York Committee* activities 
in the area have picked up tremendously*. 

i . • * 

•' Attached to Memo No* 40 is a copy of a press release 
issued by the Committee to Secure justice for Morton Sobell* 

New York City* dated 2-13-59# saying that a request had been 
submitted to tho U. S. Senate asking them to enact new 
legislation which would rot allow a person to be tried in the 
U, S . If "kidnapped" in another country. Also attached la a 
it tat mint "In Memory of EMANUEL H. BLOCK.” 

Also attached to the memo is the appeal of scientists 
to President EX3ENH0WER which states that Sobell was 
convicted "at a tense moment of exaggerated fear that American 
secrets were being stolen#" and# furthermore* tho severe sentence 
was undoubtedly motivated by these fears plus the illusion that 
f ovlut scientific advances could only have been accomplished 
through espionage* Memo atatos that while Mr* Sobell maintains 
Ms innocence and many eminent persons aro convinced he is 
telling the truth* that question is beside the point* Tho 
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latter continues that scientists are not; sharing each other’s 
knowledge on an international basis, and International scientific 
conferences plus whirling satellites demonstrate that scientific 
progress is not governed by national boundaries. The letter 
therefore asks for clemency or commutation of Sobell *3 sentence. 


> Bie last Item enclosed with this memo is & reprint 
; to the : editor of the tt Washington Post,” 1*12-59, from Mrs. 
,-lforton Sobell, . 


3* Memo Mo. Al, 2-27-59, from "Coimaittee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell," Mew York City* This nemo stages a new, 
important statement has been issued on the Sobell Case by a 
group of eminent theologians and law professors* who studied the 
trial Independently. Their conclusion, reported in the "Mew York 
Times," 2-22-59, is that Morton Sobell 1 3 sentence should be 
commutated, and they have sent their vieira to President 
EISESKCWER.* 1 ... . 


« . Attached to the memo is the text of the "Independent - 
for Morton Sobell." 


' ; 1 * . *> 

i 4. Memo No. 42, 3-10-59, on letterhead "Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," N.Y.C. This memo states an 
;inmortant new national appeal for Morton Sobell by clergymen is 
- being Initiated this week on the West Coast. It states wist 
k approximately 40 clergyman of various faiths have signed their 
names to an appeal for Sobell *s freedom or a new trial. It states 
further the Los Angeles Committee is printing up complete kits for 
the clergy mailing. Each kit will include the appeal signed 
by thn initiators, a cover letter, a printed copy of tho now 
statement by Dr, REUJHOLD NIEBUHR and those who studied the case 
with him, a return envelope addressed to tho clergymen writing 
the covering letter and tho outer envelope. Kits may be ordered 
. by other committees from tho Los Angeles group, and requests 
should be addressed to "Los Angolea Committee, 462 Northwestern 
Avenue, Los Angeles 4, California." Kits arc $7*75 per hundred. 


This Memo NO. 42 states some interest in the Sobell 
Cate has been shown by eminent attorneys in England and France; 
They fire not identified. Several key individuals "have said they 
would be interested in participating in a formal study of tho 
facta - in Paris seme of those who have been concerned with the 
case are exploring the possibility of a French motion picture 
being made based on the Rosenberg-Sobell trial." 

- 3 - 
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15 • A letter from the “Chicago Sobell Connltteo, 20 West 
Jaclccoa Boulevard, Room 1301, Chicago h a Illinois, " 1-5-59# 
BlgRdd by “DAVID L. SOLTI ER for the Comnittao." 


v' ; ... The letter contains a report of the Chicago Committee ■s,*.. <i 

V Appeal: to the President."'. Almost 100 prominent Chicagoans . 4 4 

signed the appeal. Enolosed is a copy of the appeal sent : > * >! : 

\ to. the President of the /United States on behalf of Sobell as it 
r iippe<ar* 2 d in a Chicago newspaper. * '• ,f ~ T 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


MM T-l advised no recent meetings of Miami Chapter of 
Sobell Committee held. Names of present offi cers not 
known , believe d to Jbe same as previous jyear. 


Of 


^*4 said members ol 
Jewish Cultural tenter (JCC) held "ROSE SOBELL Night" 
at Center on 1/4/59. Q?*> 


*f 


- P* - 


DETAILS: The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications, 11 revised and published as of 
January 2, 1957, prepared and released by the Committee 
on IJn-American Activities, United States House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C., contains the following 
on page 60 concerning the National Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case: 


"1. Following the execution of atomic spies 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in June 1953, 
the 'Communist campaign assumed a differ- 
ent emphasis. Its major effort centered 
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upon Morton Sobell,' the RostJnbergs* code- 
fendant. The National Committee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case-a Communist 
front which had been conducting the campaign 
in the United States-was reconstituted as 
the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at 
a conference in Chicago in October 1953 
and * then as the National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the ' 
Rosenberg Case. 1 National headquarters re- 
mained at 1050 6th Avenue, New York City. 
Co-chairmen of the newest organization were 
Daniel Marshall and Joseph Brain in. 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, 'Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell,' August 
25, 1956, pp. 118 and 120; also cited 
in Annual Repdrt for 1955, House Report 
1648, January 17, 1956, originally re- 
leased January 11, 1956, p. _30.) M 


On March 9, 1959, MM T-l advised there has been 
no regular meeting of the Miami Chapter of the Sobell Committee 
for several months and therefore he does not know if there 
has been any change in the officers of the organization. 

Hr said in his opinion the officers continue to be the same 
a 9 In the previous year. 



ACTIVITIES OF MIAMI CHAPTER OP SOBELL COMMITTEE 
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In September, 1947, MM T-2 stated LEAH FELDMAN 
was a member o£ Town Club Number 3 of the Communist Party 
(CP) In Miami, Florida. 


The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450'. 
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' The Civil Rights Congress has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


On January 25, 1959, MM T-4 advised a "ROSE SOBELL 
iVight" was held at the JCC, Miami Beach, Florida, on 
January 4, 1959. According to MM T-4, Mrs. ROSE SOBELL 
tfpoke at this meeting and ciilled upon the people to 
contribute to the National Fund for t 




Members o 


s meeting. 


MM T-4 advised that ROSE DANTZIG introduced 
ROSE SOBELL at this meeting. 
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On June 17, 1949, MM T-5 said ROSE ARONS (DANTZIG) 
was a member of Lodge Number 192 of the International 
Workers Order in Miami. 


The International Workers Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

On August 20, 1947, MM T-6 advised GUSSIB LYNN was 
a member of the Beach Club of the CP in Miami Beach, Florida. 


On August 20, 1947, MM T-6 stated ESTHER NORRIS was 
a member of the Town Club Number 3 of the CP in Miami, Florida. 

* J 

In October, 1950, MM'T-7 said ESTHER NORRIS has 
been an active member of the CP in Miami, Florida for a 
number of years. 

The Marriage License records for Dade County, 
Florida, reflect ESTHER NORRIS married JACOB R. FELDMAN 
in Miami, Florida, on May 5, 1951. 


1 On May 10, 1954, MM T-8 advised JACOB R. FELDMAN 



On January 25, 1959, MM T-l advised that LEAH 
FELDMAN is attempting to get various civic organizations 
in the Miami area interested in the S0BELL case. 


xe Emma Lazarus Federation (ELF) , a characterization 
appears in the appendix here to ,1 
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APPENDIX 


EMMA LAZARUS FEDERATION OF JEWISH WOMEN'S CLUBS (ELF) 

"The Jewish Frateraalist" dated October, 1947, 
self-identified as the official publication of the Jewish 
People's Fraternal Order (JPFO) of the International Workers 
Order (IWO), on page six, contained an article which reflected 
that the Emma Lazarus Division (ELD) of the JPFO was to hold 
its first national convention in New York City on November 15 
and 16, 1947, after having been first established at a 
National Women's Conference called three years previously 
by the JPFO. 

The "Morning Freiheit" on January 25, 1951, 
contained a report on the national convention of the ELD 
of the JPFO which took place in New York City on January 20 
and 21, 1951. At this convention it was noted the ELD 
changed its name to Emma Lazarus Federation of Jewish 
Women's Clubs (ELF) and adopted a new constitution. 

Both the IWO and the JPFO have been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 

The "Dally Worker," an east coast communist 
urwapaper which ceased publication on January 13, 1958, in 
its issue of December 9, 1946, page seven, column one, in 
an editorial, referred to the "Morning Freiheit" as a 
Jewish- language communist paper. 
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APPENDIX 

JEWISH CULTURAL CENTER 


The repords of Che Circuit Court, Dade County, 
Miami, Florida, reflect that articles of corporation were 
filed by the Jewish Cultural Center (JCC) and, on July 13, 
1949, a charter was granted it. The JCC was established as 
a corporation "not for profit." The general nature of the 
object of the JCC is to preserve and extend Jewish culture, 
including, without limitations, educational, theatrical, 
musical, scientific and literary activities. 

A confidential Informant, on July *®7 , 1953, advised 
it is his opinion that the JCC is a local "progressive" 
organisation, not directly connected with the Communist Party 
USA (CP); that the JCC was started by some local members of 
the CP, -but not, in his opinion, at the orders of the CP; 
and that he believes the JCC was formed in order to provide 
a meeting place for "progressive Jewish groups." 

The informant advised, on January 5, 1955, that 
the JCC continued to act as a meeting place for "progressive 
Jewish groups" in the Miami area and to rent space to any 
group meeting that qualification. He further advifted the 
JCC, in itself, is not a communist front organization, but 
does permit such organizations to hold meetings at the Center 

On May 6, 1958, the informant stated there is no 
change in the control and domination of the JCC by members 
of the CP who are leaders in the Center, and that the JCC 
continues to permit communist front organizations to hold 
meetings in the Center. 


MM 100-12292 


APPENDIX 


WOMEN* S INTERNATIONAL 
LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 

‘ The "Miami Herald" issue of June 23, 1951, 
contained a letter from BLANCHE HAMBURG, Provisional Chairman 
and IRENE MOORE, Secretary of the Southern Women for Peace, 
addressed to the Editor, wherein they stated a group of 
women in Miami have joined together to work with all other 
women whose aim is peace. 

The "Miami Herald" of August 29, 1951, reflected 
that the Southern Women for Peace have been studying peace 
proposals made by a number of national organizations 
including the Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom. * 


The "Daily Worker" an east coast communist 
newspaper which ceased publication on January 13, 195,8 t ,\\ 
in its issue of September 25, 1951, reported that in Miami, 
Florida, the Southern Women for Peace had just formed a 
chapter . 

A confidential Informant advised in February, 1952, 
the Southern Women for Peace became a part of the 
Tinrcn's International League for Peace and Freedom. 

A confidential informant advised in May, 1952, 
that the Southern Women for Peace Is under the domination 
and control of the Communist Party. Informant advised 
this affiliation was made in order to enable this group 
of women in Miami to follow and execute the Communist Party 
line relative to the issues of peace and disarmattd^t. 
Informant said this applied to the organization prior to 
May, 1952. 
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On October 30, 1958, a confidential informant 
advised that the Communist Party has not been able to 
dominate and control the activities of the Miami Chapter 
of the Women's International League for Peace and Freedom. 
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SO BELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
imBNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 




Reurl et 4-1 -59 • 
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t - Boston should discontinue the submission of progress 

letters to the Bureau relative to efforts to determine the 
identity of a Boston area representative to the national Sobell 
committee* You should remain alert to pertinent information 
concerning this matter and keep the Bureau and Neuj York advised*- 


Feu York ( 100-107112 ) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) V9/59 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS-CjISA OF 1950 


Rebulet dated 3/12/59* which enclosed a clipping 
from the 3/9/59, issue of the "National Guardian" reflecting 
that a store had been opened at 1553 St. Nicholas Avenue, 

New York, to raise fund3 for the campaign to free MORTON SOBELL 
and requesting that the Bureau be advised of the background 
and developments of this move to obtain funds by captioned 
organisation. 



A physical surveillance of the premises at 1553 St. 
Nicholas Avenue, NTC,' reflected a small, approximately twenty 
footh square, street-level store with a small handprinted 
sign "Thrift Shop” and a larger sign "Colloocal Bargains in 
Clothes and Households - Walk In”. No licence to conduct 
business and no identification as to the proprietors and/or 
sponsor was visible. 


^^jurcau f 100-^87 3* 

(100-107111) (CSJI-13) 


ooc 


PHSinmn 

<*> 




/*o-/*7///~3$*3 







NY 100-107X11 


Avenue, NYC. 
negotiated with a 
NYC. an 


BBSkltXBi!) 


prem 
ed t 

c: 


unm 


s firm 


0 

1 
b 
S 
h 


wish charit 


^■■Hf^HH^^ConsaELdated Edison Company 
of New York, (conceal in any communication being dlssemir&ed 
outside of the Bureau), advised that on 12/30/5o, electric 
service was ’’turned on* for the operation of a "Thrift Shop" 
at 1553 St. Nicholas Avenue, NYC, and the service was billed 
to a Mrs. KATE POLLACK, 245 East 178th Street, NYC. 

u.s. 

Office Bepartment^aov^eatnat ne is th^carrier assigned 
to the delivering of mail to 1553 St. Nicholas Avenue, NYC, 
and added that he has deltered mail to that address under 
the titles: The Thrift Shop, The Sobell Committee Shop, 
nncyilrs. KATE POLLACK, care of the Thrift Shop. O' 
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NYC Excise Tax Division, 

InvoDtiganons unit, advised on 4/8/59, that repeated visits 
on his part to the Thrift Shop at 1553 St. Nicholas Avenue, 

NYC, bad failed to result in his being able to talk to the 
person in charge and he added that everyone he talked to 
at the Thrift Shop advised that they were "a volunteer, unpaid 
worker 1 ' and that they did not know where the license or permit 
to operate was and that they did not know where the monies 
coll set did they knoxi the name of the 
charity. on 4/9/59, that he had 

advised a Mrs. KATE WIlAcK at the Thrift Shop, 1553 St. 
Nicholas Avenue, NYC, that she was operating the store 
Illegally and without proper permits and that she would 

e store until the proper papers were secured, 
advised that he had notified the local 
of his action and had requested that they 



FOii.CC 

notify 

papers 
with a summons. 


him in the event the stor$ was opened without proper 
in order that he could secure and serve the managers 


Unit, Bureau o 
a d^la 
with 




Charity Frauds Investigations 
Lcitations, NYC Department of Welfare, 

Jbhat he was in telephonic communication 
>f the NYC Excise Tax Division and he 
addccT ur.ao TFT one event the operators of the Thrift Shop, 

1553 3t. Nicholas Avenue, NYC, attempted to open their shop on 
the basis of collecting funds for charitable purposes he would 
personally demand 'from them a detailed accounting of all 
administrative expenses, in order to insure that all monies 
collected were being given to legitimate, recognized charities. 




A characterization of the Committee to Secure 
Jurfcice for Morton Soboll may be found on page 60 of the 
'House Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications 
(and Appendix),” dated January 2, 1957. 
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lira that POLLACK had attempt ec 
;o iecnixt Into the CP; that POLLACK 

maintained ^Roh5raeraDi^amount of money in her house which 
ahe Dale 1 , was for the uBe of the Communist movement; and, that 
POLLACK collected money for the CP. 


On 11/16/53, KATE POLLACK was interviewed by 
SAS JAMES W. BOYLE and DONALD W. STRATTON at which time she 
advised the Agents that she did not desire to talk with 
them nnfi refused to he interviewed. 
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This report has been classified "ci^^Wntial" since data reported 
from T-l, T-2, T-3> T-4 and T-5 could reasonably result In identi- - 
ficablon of confidential infonoants of continuing value and compro - .• 
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Copies of 'this report 'have, been designated for 0-2, Milwaukee;*' A ' -v a* 1 ^ 
G-2, Chicago; ONI, Chicago and OSI, Chicago in view of the interest', 
of those intelligence agencies in organizations subversive' or ' • 

potentially, subversive to the interests of the U. S. v • . 
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Synopsis: 
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Milwaukee ! Sobell- Committee has he ld„ numerous meetings and some fund 
raising house parties within’ recent months, according informants . C ' 
Largely the' discussion at these meetings concerned efforts to 




aaaressea aoDeix uonuniccee arrair . Chairman JOHN GIZMAN 

and Vice Chairman WAYNE IEVERENZ participated in discussion. of 
Sobell case over, radio station WHA, Madison, Wis., during IO /58 
Current officers of Milwaukee Sobell C 
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■ t The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom, the Communist . \ 

«. .. Party and the Socialist Workers Party have been designated by the -v. 7 •/, -cjj! j 
-Attorney .General.^ of the IT, .S.' pursuant, to Executive Order .10450 /j!;* 
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snip couia write letters to various local professors asking those v 'V 
professors ! i themselves' , thereafter ' to 'write letters to the President ' -f?/ 
of the U. ,i S., ! with requests for clemency for MORTON S OBELI, so that V. f ‘- 
SOPELL could be released to spend the coming Christmas holidays 
with his family. GIIMAN also suggested that letters could be _ 

written to political candidates in. % the Milwaukee area for the same 0?^ > 
.purpose ;► | :‘v.iv £* vy&< f*« V '** 
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PHm advised on-AuguBt 16/ 1957/' -thafl- JOHN GIIMAN was.then ,a>sfr,^ vV.tS -L‘ 
member .of the Communist Party.- ;>, ■ •JpV '■* ‘V- , 
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HHHftdvlsed on October 3, 1958, that AL STERGAR was then the 
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The Dobell Committee meetlngVH|H|mm^^|^^f was largely taken 
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man, reported to the Sobell Committee meeting 


that letters in support of the clemency plea 
etters asking a new trial for SOBELL 


The International Workers * Order' (IWO) has been designated by the 
Attorney, General, of the U.; S. pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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The ‘Milwaukee ‘Sobell Committee sponsored' a party and dance on 
Saturday fright/ October 18, • 1958# at 2132 North Palmer Street, 

Milwkukee ^i Dpughnuts,- : coffee, - beer and liquor were sold. 

'* ' •: v > ><#•.,*«* ; 

JOHN GIIMAN, • the Sobell Committee chairman, gave a short speech at 'ib 
the party.;;-; He pointed out the urgent need for help for the -..b ! '( 

committee '.'i‘ He said members should solicit signatures for a petition ' 
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supporting MORT0N-. SOBELL* s-cau3e,. the petition to be ready for 
presentation by..t$e 7 .end of November, 1958. .Such signatures, he 
pointed: outV: ;: w^*ld;Lprobably' be available at churches, unions, ■ 




college , campuses. .-^Thirty^or thirty-five persons attended, the . ■*>,'[.. 

party'll -Sombi; money Vwas; raised. 'for "GILMAN’s comlng\trip to Chicago. * 
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Dr*. • ANNETTE T.. ■ RUBINSTEIN' gave a lecture at Jefferson Hall,' 
Milwaukee ,S on March 22, 1959# -the lecture sponsored by. the 
Milwaukee | Committee to Sequre Justice for Morton Sobell. About, 
thirty' people attended the ;; lecture. . ■ '*; < - 

< V'.’-Iv- ' " • * ‘ '• 

Dr. RUBINSTEIN said she had Just ‘returned from a tour of the West 
Coast wherej ;shejattended .and spoke to meetings of other Sobell 
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Committees'. As'. a* f writer,' she said, she had found- that politics. 


religion and. general improvements ; in living standards depended in . 
a grsat measure/ on performances, of >- great men like BERNARD SHAW, and* . 
SEAN Of CASEY .-. l the..' writer ’ of ? the play - "The Informer. " ./.She added, 
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Twenty-three' adults and .two children attended the Sunday afternoon, 
talk at ‘ Jefferson Hall, 2617 West Fond du Lac' Avenue featuring' - 
Dr. ANNETTE T. RUBINSTEIN. Her talk was sponsored by the Committee 
to., Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. Dr. RUBINSTEIN gave a sketch 
of' SEAN O'CASEY’S life, pointing out his father was a minister and 
that- his motheir had many personal qualities similar to MORTON 
SOBELL ’ s mother. She- talked about the play, "The Informer," and, t 
how it ; dealt with . the Irish..independence movement and the^s trike-,,., 
of $the' Dublin' longshoremen. : , '.k— s: 

; ,;|i *,*;*.;. ..j^r .v. .• ; . . V ;! • ' i *; : 

i!l M tfi^’METHODS 'AND OBJECTIVES * J . * * r.* r ^ i 


advise 


membership. When" contacting people about the Sobell matter, first 
to'give: such; a person' a leaflet,' then to answer his questions and 
finally fully to explain the Sobell'case. 

> •• r.ij..vs *-v. 


QIIMAN 


and AL STEROAH had all discussed the Case of MORTON 
SOBEIX' earlier .that month over-radlo station WHA,at Madison. h / 


The Milwaukee Sobell Committee sponsored a barbecue dinner Saturday 
night, ’ December 13, 1958, at 216 West Ruby Street.- Twentyfive 
or thirty 'people were there. There was music, dancing and refresh- 
ments. HAVEN PERKINS was the speaker. He spoke briefly on the • 
activities .‘of other Sobell Committees in Cleveland, California, 

St. Louis and Chicago. He said the goal of the Sobell Committees 
throughout, the country was a new trial for MORTON SOBELL and a 
reduction of his sentence from thirty, years to .the seven years he 
had, already; served .in 'Jail •*. ' .V; A ~ VJ - . r . ; ■ ; .* 
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* 1 1Q °~} , MILWAUKEE COMMITTEE TO SECURE 

Vvlii.jr-,; JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL •- - 

/> : “ : 

An informant advised on October 16, 1953 that the National 
Conference on the Rosenberg-S obeli Case was" held October 10 ■ 
and ll,i l953 at Chicago, Illinois and, as a result thereof, ? •_ 
a Milwaukee Branch of the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee 
was formed. Informant further advised that this committee 
became Inactive in the spring of 1955* 

1 • .* - ‘'i 1 ) *■; » * 

On August 2, 1957 an Informant advised that the Milwaukee 
Branch of:’, the Sobell Committee was reactivated on July 29, 

1957. " On August 16, 1957 the same informant advised that at a 
meeting, of the Milwaukee Committee To Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell, • held "August 5, 1957# JOHN OILMAN, Chairman, stated that 
the purpose of the Sobell Committee was to get SOBELL’s case 
before, the United. States Supreme Court. 
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On August 16, 1957 an informant advised that JOHN GILMAN, 
Chairman, and CORA BERBERICH, Treasurer of the Sobell Committee, 
were members of the Communist Party and" that the major portion 
of the members of. the Sobell Committee are members of the 
Communist- Party. Informant also advised that WAYNE LEVERENZ * 
and BETSY STERGAR are Vice. Chairman and Secretary respectively 
of the= Sobell Committee. ' . s 

On July 26, 1957 an informant identified LEVERENZ and STERGAR 
as members' of the Socialist Workers Party. 

* i * t* 1 ♦ * 

An informant on October 15# 1957 and again on JUne 2, 1958 
advised that the Milwaukee Committee To Secure Justice for 
Morton' Sobell is one of the affiliated committees of the 
National Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell and 
that the Milwaukee Committee has held regular meetings since its 
reactivation on July 29, 1957* -V 
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(Committee, on Un-American Activities, Report, 
"Trial by Treason* 1 The National Committee To 
1 *■ :}!'»f r Secure Justice for the Rosenbergs and Morton 

;k. Sobell," August 25, 1956, pp. 118 and 120; 
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, also cited in Annual Report for 1955# House. 
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Report 1648, January 17, 1956, originally 
“' released January 11," 1956, p* 30.) ; 
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Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and JULIUS * ” u 
ROSENBERG in June, 1953, the “Communist campaign assumed a *• ; 
different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon MORTON 
SOBELT., ?* the ROSENBERGS 1 codefendant. The National Committee 4 
To Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case — a Communist front which 
had been conducting the campaign in the United States — was ' 
reconstituted as the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a 
conference in Chicago In October, 1953 and "then as the National 
Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg 
Case." National headquarters remained at 1050 Sixth Avenue, , 

New York City. Co-chairmen of the newest organization were 
DANIEL MARSHALL and JOSEPH ERA IN IN. • • ' .r . y : * < . 
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is exempt from disclosure. In its entirety, /. . 

under (b)(7)(D) as information contained in ~ 
this serial vould identify an informant to ~~ l r 

whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 
has bern given. This information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were .... -•Vyr-. - J 

attended by a limited number of people known . 

to the informant and/or information from these v : ; 

meetings and situations in which an informant 

was in close contact with members of these ---‘-s.v- v... 

organizations, disclosure of which vould reveal 

his Identity. „ 
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£ of: the. [United States an ‘ 


confide 


:- ; :: '.. '* . ' .'. ’ ' H . K&"? r: \. ' . /' ' ' '" , 


.. ' ■' . v 'r.\ : .VT' '" *) •'••"T : ;L ' ’ 


e re 




*7* 


advised SA LLOYD D. JOHRSOH that be had no 
g r the "Boston 'Coanlttee v or lte* aetlvl ties ; 


r*tW«:r£M 


was interview© 


bSK WALTER If ^ BRADY with SAC authority under the provisions of 


i * i<- 

■UaiiUi 


interviewed on this oate, t ,4/a/59*^^^^Batated that he 


>had no ’ Info raatlon. relative to^ the Boston coacaittee to aeoure ( ) 

§ Juatioevfor Morton Sobellj had never made any contributions 
/to; : t hi s .'organisation i nor has he ever been approached bythen. 

\ ii^i :«-/■ . c- * . . <* %* ■ ■ * ,4 ‘ * L * /». f* ?v 

leoi; ! iU|vireatt^(lOO-387835) ‘ (RM) ’■ < - l> i : ■ ' • y : ’ ' > 


Heul«EHr*fc>ji 


vi 4i/ <) +^/07t//-3S?6 
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under (b)(7)(D) as Information contained in 
this serial would identify an informant to 
vhom an expressed promise of confidentiality 
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dates and places of meetings which were . 
attended by a limited number of people known . • 
to the informant and/or information from these 
meetings and situations in which an informant 
vas in close contact with members of these 
organizations, disclosure of which would reveal - 
his identity. . ........ ^ 
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• \ ; OFFICE •mORAOTUJI - UNITED STATEl^VERNMENT 

•) ; •••• ■ 


!' I ’ 

TO!..M.r>. 


SAC (100-16943) 


4-16-59 


FROM: V; SA EDWARD H. GALL 


SUBJECT: NATIC 

IS - 

■ "■ 1 

^ J- 1 . ' 

;h; Group: 

yam 

Place: 

• J : Date: 

? : >lnfo. From: 
■, ( Info. To: 

•( Furnished On: 
i (Location: 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN READERS CLUB (NGRC) 
IS - C 


Supper and Bazaar for Benefit of 
Morton Sobell Committee Sponsored 
by NGRC 

1183 Old Town Road, Bridgeport, Conn. 


KBUSObVJ 

hrovsfijmtNiflmwl 


GALL 


BiO 


who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
s present at the above affair and furnished the following 
written report of what transpired at same: 


EIIG/al 
2 - 100 
lircc: 


100-14203 (Committee to Secure. 

Justice for IWrton 
rx ~ SobellVlL^T 

(3^ New YorJ? /^V^v ‘ 

v ^ (1-100- / Committee t<* . 

V i/ / cure Justice 

1 ( for Morton i 


I'. /■ in-, „ 1 









Nil, 100-16943 


*4 -M. * * 'I* ^ !'*{.«**' 

•i . , ** ; f 1 i* 


■:i i !,i 


‘ ' "National Guardian Readers Club 

* o • ;]• 'Hi: " ^ i""* - : - Annual Supper and Bazaar for the f . 

!! ;!i Ir.iijtJ ■ V-. Benefit of Sobell Committee. 

*' . ■’ Held at the home of Jake & Harriot Goldring 
i;!';.; ’. . 1183 OldTown Road - Bridgeport, Conn* 

? ‘ * .'Tit-;:. Mar*. 28, 1959 - 8 P.M. 

I ; - •* -l 1 1 - | f j i j ‘ *«: v 

• ii'-i •' ' . • (Written Mar. 29th) 

; J,p."The evening was devoted to diluting, • dancing and the 

' il 

it? „ > ‘ _ ^ 4 

- ‘ A, v _,i 'i^^Jake Goldring made a few announcements. They were 
' ■.[ ^ as follows - Sunday nite Mar. 29th Morris Schappes 

; 'v'-l’r-' will lecture at the Jewish Community Center. Subject: 
: v> : I ,» , The Jewish Influence on American Literature. 


• ‘lr ;• 

"April 25th Joe North will speak at the Hawley Musical 
' .Studio, West & Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport. His subject 

1 will be Cub. Jake said, invitations will be mailed. 

,, "Jake also said, George Morris will speak at his home in 

May. • * 

• f •,ii ju"Frank Brovm won the cocktail mixer in the raffle. 

* 1 * !? 3 *: . . . : 

.... ,iV* ; ... . ■ '■ A . 


,1 U\ id "Names of people attending 

.'0 r|:b 

•.tinier 
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* '** 4 'ri t * . ■ ■ 1 „ ' , - - 

. *0| ?•;,,, DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) !. . / ,. • 

?r\. wiat^fs^; ue # -. imittUB 

SUBJECT i- NATIONAL COKMXTOEE TO SECURE * -U ^. ci. -• *i - ; y . .-<* 

5 ■ fy“t : -C.V- - JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBKLL, *ka ’ ; ^ - r '*> -•.-.. 1 •*:,• 

' r "■ • fpijf V,. . ,, .,' '■ ■*• ~t >. ■■... - '. 'f~ ...- ■;. . '■ *• . ! - -S- 1 

'i'.v-f? r.--: - «. v-.' ? * >-v. r 

1 A& A nAMAfl W MA ^ It Ain A"A. * ^ VT v 


X^ lUirep;^, QBQROB V, HOEBSCH, Mllnaulcod, *lA3/59. 




i -i?r i ‘ ; 




^ Bureau and Nsw Yoric roqueateC to nakt following correction 
/ In oopics of rerepi •'* , >; ■ 

\ On Pago 3# Paragraph 6, Line 3* insert words "preferred to’ 
\> : after "were to be." • \ v* . *\ ' 


^.v * .*• ' 


‘T, : Milwaukee report copies have been corrected. 0-2, Milwaukee!. ,■ 

Vv ' 0-2, Chicago) ONI, Chicago) and OSI, Chicago have also been 

5** ‘ asked by letter to make the correction. v-**' : ‘ 




3-Bureau (100-387335) (RM) - ' ^ f -' 

1-New York (100-107111) (RH) l ^ ! *•?“• 

r-Milwaukee (100-11982) r> ( / /f 
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under (b)(7)(D) as information contained i n . ~ "''77"' 
this serial would Identify an Informant to '77777' 7~7 
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has been given. This information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were ..... 

attended by a limited number of people known 
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wPM®^ 11 ^ neadlin^Wre^SayB, ^bfU^Mdh Air, 
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• i.Nextweek f $ 



metfittea 'Is .to xorm in every vOiny wnerorwo n»w » wwv»jr «w**« v 
i Month (Club or Morton Sobell* Certalnly^people’rcanyget ^friende ^ 
indKacoaalntancestotontrltute this amount, * and ; greateramounta 
S^SllpoWard tho Sobell oase on ** ndotiily ^bail^ftUBpes the 
iuikbeKJ bf^persons sustaining ^ the ^aatvgrowBi^MUtinalce , important 


ilninglt 

’tbward^meeting the fin — ... .^ 

" contributes to receive.;* personally eiffied 
i.v Please discuss h 6* many^books you c. 


oan^H | 



pSPW'3 


ulutere of the naif; film version of-his play/^Oh© Xaat MIU.- f 
fTia based on the faotthat his fcame was omitted from screen * 
P^l^fpriittfesiMeUrsrtieing and publicity ^r^a;fil^ehotdng in Ins ^ 

^6hhHV«lsy«a -name ms added t* ’the film ;( 

aubaequently shown In Heir York • #These facts shout the, suit were 4 
in the Hew York ttjneg of March ‘20 ir^Bie Times story ., ••v/v/# 
1 with ;tKr following paragraph t;*Mr*Vexley was alleged / v • }j 
taessea /; Edward Dnytryk and Leo^Towrieend / to have been ^4 
them ss a fcemberof.the Comnuhist, faction; in ^testimony .<■ ']{ 


me 4^3 


? *: » >' -.71 

f^si 

■?/ 

^ *},*.(** 
$U.?M 
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BTAUlf nu IU1B 

Wf^th OUr^woTWiKWi^ vwuiiHLfcvvww 

jSI : by clergymen* ^The appeals -will !• J>e -mailed ^clergymen || 

•tlwaukee, area* ^?lhe^v have also ^ofdewdvcopies of - tte . 
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wu> 1 . »«**;« *--The Reverend ^Tohn 5PaulgJones*|whol h a ^member.* 
... atlonalhoard 'of the'Amerlcan jCivilrXlberties Onion and^ ,, 
id’ Whs^consultant * to the United- States ^delegation "at ’'the ^formation •.&. 
\the United Nations in- San Francisco /^has written a , letter being H 
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Is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
tinder (b)(1) os it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information which would disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number SIB. 







it 




* announced in the press that Henry Jacob t 


h# 

lendiy.V Haw' ToA attorney, “hadjbeeri nominated "by President _* 

danhoVSri© fill the yeto-old vacaneyren the .bench of tha United 
! tats# . Codk of Appeals . f orjtha Second,Clrcnit*^ ; ^^^^;, 

_ faotttittho bustle# ttep^toant ;in4 Tth« Hblt# Houbo >n>a6fled r| 
ud># Kaufman Who m scheduled to hare received , the eppointaent j| 

toSSl aign that ae arc.noving away f*cn the Aystaria syt^liaad j,] 


»;v: -i 


l>afln 

„ "higher bench* ,The f ew 

expected, to aend. Judge .. . 




16 reported a yearago that.ene Congreasnanwaa - 

, Tnufmaif selected that he^was.reportedto bave told the 

be would block all bllla for additional; Judge- /- 
’ the next 'protection .Were 'precised 

iroointin* Judge Eaufinan was also wolced br. Judge Jledlna * 
frEa^Se^nch and leaving the Vacancy ;’^na by jarloua* ; $ 

iditorials. While citing qualifications pf/JudgerSauftaan, ^. 
ibs e r v e d: H i e one -brltlclan heard bas bem . that he _ha« ^ : 
active, apart 'in' seeking ’promotion to the^Second^Circait. 

;'th^l»fcs^fe^^^sltloa^te^ca^Kaafnan!e3BPl^i B J» < 

evidenced by aneditorlal which Jubsequently. .appeared in 
jbxSnagMine^ha Hsy Repuhlic -cocmeDted.that -tojimor £• 
e'tagdnat the fcoqenberga j "by , honoring a wan «Aose .only plain] 

-to^e point;$|^decency. 

f af'tkat. Intervened there periodically appeared iin the proas 
• lOrto on the progrocfi cl? i&ct Che described bs • 

* :al struggles" over the appointment • Charges were 
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Is exempt From disclosure. In its entirety, 
under (b)(7)(D) as Information contained in_ 
this serial would identify on informant to 
whom an expressed promise of conf id^nt ial ity ^ 7 ""' ^ 
has bern given. This information includes 
dates and places of meetings which were -- 
attended by a limited number of people known 
to the informant and/or information from these ^ -‘i r 
meetings and situations in which an Informant 
was in close contact with members of these • ■ 

organizations, disclosure of which would reveal ~£k 
his identity. . .... 
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SERIAL DATE 
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Is exempt from disclosure. In its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it -contains 
information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number Ml, 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC (100-37667) DATE: 4/24/59 . 

FROM: SA HAROLD M. RATCHFORD 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SQBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


■ 


On 4/2/59 who has furnished reliable 
Information In the past^oraHy furnished the following 
information to SA HAROLD M. RATCHFORD. This information was 
dictated into statement form on 4/6/59# transcribed by 
Stenographer R OS ANNE CHRISTINZIO on 4/9/59# and read and 
initialed bv the Informant on 4/13/59. It is maintained in 


Qy£> 


% 


"Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
/April 2, 1959 

"On March 28, 1959#/a meeting of the Committee to 
Secure Justice of MORTON SOBELL was held at the residence of 
EDITH GOLDSMITH, 573<VVirginIan Road, Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania. This affair started at approximately 8:30 p.m., 
was attended by approximately 70 to 60 persons, and 
ended at 11:30 p.nr. 



HMR/kog h ' r/’L'/OO- /OlMf-35Z£\ 
( 18 ) ! u y • 1 


y. 


,l'v 


V 






xr7ltAl<?*!avu 

4 ! 


'Searched 





SERIALIZED -FILED 

APRIL 24 1959 
.. FBI PHILADELPHIA 



7 







PH 100-37667 


"The principal speaker at this affair was KUMAR GOSHALL, 
from New York City, who was of Oriental extraction and held 
a position with the publication 'Guardian.* 

"GOSHALL's principal topic of discussion dealt strongly 
on peace throughout the world. He stated that all countries 
in the world. Communist countries and the Western nations, 
should discuss this matter thoroughly and completely. He 
stated that peace could not be obtained through atomic 
bombs, guided missiles, or any other type of implement of 
war. He stated that the leaders of this country and the 
leaders of Russia should get together and discuss peace 
and the banning of all muclear type weapons. 

"Following KUMAR GOSHALL's speech, SOL ROTENBERG asked 
for a collection from everyone present and following the 
passing of the hat he announced that they had collected a 
sum total of $82.00, 

"Following SOL ROTENBERG' s collection, a young girl, 
approximately 18 years of age, stated that she was taking 
a collection in order to finance the youth program in 
sending an American youth to Moscow in the Summer of 1959. 
Following the collection, this young girl announced that 
she had collected the sum total of $20.00. . 

"Acting as leaders at this affair were PEARL CHERTOV 
and EDITH GOLDSMITH. 

"Those present at this affair were the following;* 
individuals. 


"It was announced that a meeting of the Committee to 
Secure Justice for MORTON SOBELL would be held on the evening 
of March 3 0, 1959* at the residence of FREDA RAPPAPORT, . 

4649 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania." 
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FD-306 (3-21.58) 





| Received by 


Dot* received 


5/5/59 



SA JOHN A. HAAG 


Method of dot Ivory (check appropriate blocks) 

I 1 iti person CUD by telephone CUD by moll I I orally L_J recording device f _J written by Informant 


II orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent: 


Date of Report 


Date 


Dictated 


to 


Transcribed 


EXHIBIT 


Date(s) of activity 


Authenticated 
by Informant . 


Brief deacrlptlcn of activity or material 


ThrouaKay distributed hy NY Committee- .to 


Saturn Jnr.h1r.fi MORTOM, fiffirer.T. ru * wher * or,<J,no1 “ localad “ no ' atiacM 

£ NY 100-107111-1B 1- z(lji , 

Remark*: 

e 


Informant obtained above on 5/2/59 during Kay Day Rally 

at Union Square. ■ 

! 

s 

\ r 
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.OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) (#41) 


FROM : SA ROBERT 0. JOHNSON (#42) 


SUEJECT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON 30BELL 
IS - C 


DATE.: 5/6/£9 



I 00 "/#?/// r~ 3 SVJ- 






Ident-ty of Source 


Description of Info 


Date Received 
Received By 
Original Located 


_____ who has furnished 

reliable information in the 
past (conceal) 


Entertainment for benefit of 
NORTON SOBELL, 4/U/59 • 


4/1 4/39 


SA ROBERT 0. JOHNSON (written) 



070 


U tmost care must be used in hand ling and reporting 
foll owing 'i m o nnation in order j o project uhe Iden tity Tf. 

■ ~ "in f ori c ant . 


0... *t/1g/59j the ?SI telephonic ally adviced 5 A JOHNSON 
n EHl'TY" < the folic singer, referred to in the report, was 
j-'ETiy SANDERS. 


A copy Of informants report follows: 


NY .•'00-107111 


April 13th, 1952 


On Saturday evening.- April 11th, at the home of GERALD COVl'CI 
1072 E. 10th St . Brooklyn, an "entertainment" was held for 
the benefit of MORTON SCSELL. 



:r be first part of the evening was strictly social, food was 
/a Id out and drinks could be purchased at the bar for £1.00 
3 />/ece, proceeds gi^c-n c-o the Sobell Fund. Those pr<--- nt v’vre 
di rented to the bar from time to tijne by Mr, COVICI u..d Mr. fJEUEEJ! 
'Vhc provided as bartenders. 

0 T Vbcu :■ 10 P.M. ♦•he evening was marked by the arrival or 
;ne "BETTY 1 . - folk-singer, who sat down with guiatar and sang to 
her own accompaniment while those present jolued'in the choruses, 
sitting about in a circle. She sang "Am Boleyn", "Joe Hill", 
mining folk s.ongs etc. 

Late in the ...vening, Mr. WILLI, i REUBEN gave a talk and encouraged 
questions frjm listeners. His talk included a resume of the _■ •* 

Ptosenberg case, the Klaus Fuchs incident, Greenglass ; s connection, 
the testimony on which conviction was based, the FBI role in it, 
and the "railroading" of HORT SOBELL to prison and the Rosenbergs 
to tne electric chair. Mr. REUBEN said that Russia would not 
’lire American Communists since all American Communists were 
under surveillance by the FBI. Also, that noH bcm_ secret could 
nave been given to Russia since they already had it, and the 
person testifying against the Rosenbergs was a disturbed man, 
under psychiatric care. When the discussion was thrown open, 
after Mr. REUBEN stated that it was not likely Russia would 
hire spies in America, a young lady present inquired if ne then 
believed there were no spies at all operating in America for 


NY 100-107111 


S' S'' 


Russia. Mr. REUBEN seemed to imply in his answer - "no COMMUNIST 
spies...” One "MURIEL” asked for permission to speak directly 
to the young .lady who made the question and was granted it She 
then discoursed at great length about tne Rosenberg trial and 
seemed to know a great deal about it. Mr. REUBEN said that he 
had road the Court records carefully and wrote on it for the 
Guardian at that time, but MURIEL appeared to be a personal 
friend of some sort to the Rosenbergs . 



FILE # 


100-107111 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 


3SVV date 

CONSISTING OF 2 PAGES 


SUBJECT 

£ 

SERIAL 


is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information which would disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classif ication 
Officers number BIB. 


l&ay 7, 1959 


SAC, CHICAGO (100- 25530) 


SA JOHN J. FOARDE, Jr. 


CHICAGO SOBELL COMMITTEE 
IS - C 


Sate 


On April 9, 1959, who has furnished 
reliable information in the pas t, personally furnished t o 
the wri ter a h andwritten report 

of the bank accouS^^^^aptioned organ! za- 
n ior waren, iyo9. This account is maintained at the 
Amalgamated Trust and Savings Bank, 111 South Dearborn O?0 t t 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

Use of this information in reports should be 
accompanied by the statement that the information cannot 
be made public except in the usual proceedings following 
issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 

^The report, as it relates to the organization - 
mentioned above, is set forth as follows: 


Chicago Sobell Comm, 
Mar., 1959 


Checks 
$150 t 00 


100.00 


Deposits 


$105.00 

15.00 


Balance 


533.63 

548.63 

448.63 


Amount 

$150.00 

100.00 


Payee 

Comm. Secure Justice - M. SOBELL 
£ABL EOBINSON ( 3.(A» CovtouV) 


Cleared Through 

Corn Exchange - Hew York 

- N«**H*4t 


S2." New York (RM) 


i? |T)- 100-10711 '(Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 

t.' ' — — Sobolll J . 


2 

(4) 
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SAC# NEWARK 


SAC# NEW YORK (100-107111) 


MORTON SCBELL 
ESPIONAGE - R 


5 / 3/59 


On 5/4/39, ^■■■■in.arcen.ted at the 
Fairfield County Prison^jridgeport, Connecticut, was 
relntervlewed by SAS THOMAS M. TOLAN and FRANK R. GERRITY 
concerning a tentative Identi fication h e had made of Bureau 
Fugitive FREDERICK J. TENUTO. being held on 

local burglary charges and In the p act admitted burglarising h omes 
during the course of his ecployment ■■■■■■■V tnd 

During the interview, ^Hadvlsed In early 1953, bW 
he was engaged to decorate the hone of ^nanufacturer. whose 
name he now can not recall, located on Siglewood^x 

New Jersey. He said this manufacturer naa^^JTr^ana two 
daughters, then aged about 13 and 15, and lived in a $50,000 , 

ranch- type home. He added that the manufacturer had a 
German sounding name and operated a factory situated near 
Ridgefield park. New Jersey, which purportedly heat-treated 
metals for the Atomic Energy Cocnission. \[ 

stated that one afternoon during this period, 
he saw a bracelet lying on a dresser top In the master 
bedroom and picked It up to look at It. He said the older 
daughter happened by and told him the bracelet had been given 
to her motherbya friend, Mr, SOEBEL (ph), and was very 
valuable. fflHHP&ald he told the daughter he thought It 
"'phony". He described the bmcelet as \ i 


e described the bmcelet as 4 inches wide with 


diamonds all around with a row of rubles through the center, 
and estimated It was worth about $20, 000, *7d 

flPPi further stated that sometime later he stole 
this bmcelet ana on the same day went through the husband's 
Jewelry box from which he took some money and a card bearing 
the husband's name. He said this card was a membership card 
in an organization which he now can not recall, but which he 
recojjiized as being/Efle "Subversive list of the Attorney General", 

bV 

2- Newark \ 

Ir^Ncw Haven (Information) _ 

fe/neu York (100-107111) ' ' 

(1- New York 88 - 982 ) , . - 

TMT:pcs 
(5) ‘ 


r 4 

/A'J 
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MY 100-107111 


He said he took this card to Insure the people 
would not report the theft of the bracelet and money as he 
could then "blackmail* them. He added that the people 
never reported the theft* never approached him about lt # 
and he continued on the Job. 

■^■farther stated that a few months later he 
was having breakfast coffee with the manufacturer In the latter's 
home when the radk > announce d the execution of the "Roaenberga 
in the spy case". ^dppalleged that the manufacturer stated 
it was "a shame" toexecute the ROSSNBERGS as "they are 
friends ofrnine and so Is Sobel (ph) who testified against 
them*. flHHHpsald the manufacturez^hen told him that 
SOBEL (pnThaSrvlsited his home. ^HHPstatdd that he himself 
never net or saw this SOBEL (ph) . ^ 7 ^ 

jflHP stated he could not now give any 
description or the manufacturer* but said this Individual 
could be Identified through the records of the Englewood* 

New Jersey Police Department* as he reported the theft of 
a safe from his home on 5/4/55 • b'U 


Concerning the bracelet and c*rd*|H^HPQtated 
he hid them In the pillow of a sofa In his none along with 
loot from other burglaries. He said that about March* 1955* 
he was arrested bo a burglary charge and returned to Trenton 
State Prison for parole violation* not being released until 
October* 1957. He said in the interim his wife had had their 
furniture stored at a storage warehouse In Geneva, Mew York, b V 



[further stated that In November 

told who Is also Incarcerated with 

Bridgeport on the same charge, of the loot in the 
said they traveled to this warehouse and found that 
loot tiiat had been I n the sofa had disappeared 


he also told I 


the details of the bracelc 


J957^}e 

sora^He 
iha^all 

sWKRh 


of the 
said 
the card 


r Xt is noted that the ROSENBERG S were executed 

6/14/53 and further, that MORTON SGBELL was a defendant in the 
same case but did not testify. 


iv 


mr 100-10711 






Following interview of 
interviewed 5/V59 by SAS TOLAN 
foregoing. He verified the trip to Geneva and 
mentioning the theft of the bracelet and card, 
furnish no further details. 


oncer 


nt 


'was 

"the 



b V 


Newark is requested to conduct appropriate 
investigation to identify the aforementioned manufacturer, 

Che copy of this lett er Is bei ng furnished the 
New Haven Division in the event to be reinterviewed 

concerning this matter, 



it 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC (100-37667) DATE: 5/11/59 

FROM: SA WILLIAM F. MC LAUGHLIN 

SUBJECT: PHILADELPHIA SOBELL COMMITTEE 
IS - C 


On who has furnished 

reliable information In the past, personally furnished a- 
written statement to S^TL^jj^^^^AUGHLIN. This state- 
1s 0">/? 


"April 16, 1959 


"Philadelphia, Penna. 

"On Saturday__ April 11, 1959* at 8:30 p.m. a 
surprise birthday party was given for JEAN FRANTJIS, 
The party was held at 5730 Virginian Road, the home 
of EDITH GOLDSMITH. . The admission was one dollar. 


2 - 


1 - 



St'AKChLO..... 


Jew York: (OTKpZTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 
MORTON SOBELL IN THE ROSENBERG 
CASE) (Registered Mail) 

26 - Philadelphia ' - 

*1 - iqq- 376671 ^ — 'Jgpj 
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INDEXED 
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WFMcL/kog fi 1 \> 
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, SERIALIZED \ FILED 
MAY Il'l 959 “ 
1 FBI PHILADELPHIA 


\ 
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"Approximately 100 persons attended among whom were 
the following: 



PH 100-37667 


"JACK ZUCKOR spoke next and told of JEAN*b unfailing 
devotion and consistancy, and mentioned that she had 
received many letters, and these letters were from 
persons who could not attend. One letter, as example, 
was from WALTER LOWENFELDS and his wife who are in Jersey 
Someone in the crowd mentioned that Mrs. LOWENFELDS was 
very sick. EDITH GOLDSMITH proceeded to read these 
letters, and as she would finish reading the letters 
she would call out the amount included and state that it 
was a check or cash. 

"After her praises were sung JEAN spoke for a half 
hour. She gave us a history of her back ground and 
hovr she came to feci the way she does. SEe was then 
presented with a gift of a* silver platter^ from PEARL 
C3IERT0FF on behalf of the Sobell Committee. EDITH 
GOLDS MXTli gave the figure for the collection which 
amounted to about J670.00 dollars. 

"The meeting was closed after this. Everyone had 
coffee and cake and conversation. The place cleared 
a little after one p.m." 


matM MO. 64 


Office Mem&mdum • 


a 


UNITED STJUES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) date: 5/11/59 


FfiOM : 


SA ROBERT 0. JOHNSON #42 


SUB J BCT: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 

IS - c 


Source 

Reliability 

Activity 


Date Received 
Reoeived By 
Location 



01 * 


Who has furnished 
reliable information 
in the pact (conceal) 

Pamphlet entitled, 
"May Day is Freedom 
Day, Make Your Day 
Complete, Act for 
MORTON SOBELL" 

5/4/59 

SA JOHNSON 

100-107111- 169 V ? 


This pamphlet requested that letters be 
cent to President EISENHOWER, Senator JAVITS and 
Senator KEATING on behalf of SOBELL and also requested to 
organize a "house party" for SOBELL. 

At the bottom of this pamphlet is 
"Contact the New York Committee to Secure Justice for 
MORTON SOBELL, 940 Broadway, New York 10, Mew York, 

AL 4-9933." . 
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OFFICE 




ORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GO' 



T -'t . SAC-. (100-169U3) 
FROM: SA LLOYD S. GOODRCW 


DATE* 5/12/59 


RE* NATIONAL QUARDIAN READERS CLUB 
IS - C 


Group: 

Place: 

Date of Meeting: 
Information from* 
Furnished tot 
Furnished on: 
Original located* 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN READERS CUB 



- 100-16 9l*3 (NATIONAL GUARDIAN READERS CLUB) 

2 - lOO-lli 203 (COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBEL) 



G10 


Livji Jat 

( 26 ) 


, COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBFL) 


0 / 




/ 




,?r 





At ‘ 




l 


SEARCH EP„._ 
Sh'RIALI2ID.n:... 


, IN DEX ED, 

lL~Ea .. 


ilALI22D.n; — i_Fli. 

^mv ; !AY I f 1flS9 
rE: — rjtvj yq-k 

- 




NH 100-1691j3 


' 9 8 

The follow-ii:.; information was received from 
reliable information in the past) 


who has furnished 




"March 31, 1959 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

"On March 28, 1959 The National Guardian Readers Club 
of Bridgeport Connecticut held a supper and bazaar for the 
benefit of the Sobell Committee. 

"Ibis event was held in the home of Jake and Harriet 
Goldring at 1183 Old Town Rd. in Bridgeport, Conn. 

"The supper and bazaar was well attended with everybody 
enjoying theirselves eating, talking, listening to records 
that were played, dancing, etc. 

4 

"There wasn’t any speaker but Frank Peterson had some 
copies of the "Nation" in which he invited those who wanted 
one to help themselves. The Nation I believe is a weekly 
magazine. These particular copies were dated October 18, 1958 
and was a special issue about the FBI. 

"This story was written by Fred, J. Cook. Those who attended 
this affair are as follows 



The original written report of the informant iB attached to a 
copy of this memo designated for his sub-file. 


2 





PH IOO-37667 

Copies Continued - 
PH 


PH 100-37667 





who has furnished reliable in- 
y advised SA OTIS L. BURTON of the 


On 4/13/59, 1 

formation in the past^or! a 

following. This information* was dictated 4/13/59 into statement 
form, typed by Stenographer JOAN A. GIRARD on 4/14/59, and was 

“ ^“° r ” lant °" VW59# 14 ls * 7P 



"Philadelphia, Pa, 
April 13, 1959 


"Testimonial in Honor of JEAN FRANTJIS, 
Sponsored by Philadelphia Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, Held 
4/11/59, at 5730 Virginian Road, Phila- 
delphla, Pa. _ 


"Pro (tram 


"The program consisted of a series of speeches by 
various individuals praising FRANTJI3 for her work in the 
progressive movement. 


"SAM INGBER, the first speaker, said that he had 
first met JEAN PR ANT JIS in connection with his union 
organizing work in the shoe industry when she was just 
a young lady. 


"Other speakers included: JOHN HOLTON, TOM NABRIED, 
EDITH GOLDSMITH, A, HARRy LEVITAN, and SARAH HAMMOND. JACK- ‘ “ 
ZUCKER chaired the meeting. 


"HARRy LEVITAN gave the principal speech. LEVITAN 
praised FRANTJIS for her work in connection with the 
Spanish Civil War, He mentioned the organization *Friends 
of Spain, * stating that FRANTJIS had been active in this 
work in about 1936. He also mentioned her work in several 
progressive groups and mentioned specifically her work in 
the Philadelphia Sobell Committee, During the course of 
the evening, mention was also made that FRANTJIS had been 
active in the Civil Rights Congress during the time It 
was in existence. 

"JEAN FRANTJIS* response was very dramatic. She 
stated she had become interested in Socialism as a young 
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PH IOO-37667 


"girl when her father took her to a neighbors home and 
a discussion was held there concerning Socialism. She 
said that she had been interested in the progressive move- 
ment since that time. She said that in connection with 
the Philadelphia Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sebell., she had at first not been very interested;however, 
that she was now convinced that MORTON S 03 ELL was innocent 
and would never rest until the ROSENBERGs were vindicated 
and SOBELL was free. 


PH 100-3766? 
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“Persons Present (Approximately 100) 
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•'Also present were two representatives from the 
National Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, 
names unknown. Their descriptions are as follows : 

•'Male 


“Race : 

Weight: 

Height: 

Hair: 

Other Identifying 
Characteristics : 


White 
145 lbs. 

5*6 m 

Sparse, sandy, needed haircut 
Nondescript description 


"Female 

* ■ 


"Race : 

Weight : 

Height: 

Age : 

Complexion: 

Hair: 

General Appear- 
ance: 


White 
140 lbs. 

5»1 M 
About 45 
Light 

Brovin, wears hair pulled to one 
side and knotted 


Dumpy 



PH 100-37667 





"A young lady in her twenties , whose last name 
sounded like SHERMAN, sang several ^Worker* songs during 
the evening.” 


* * « « 


Copies of this memo are being designated for New York 
Inasmuch as two representatives of the National Sobell Committee 
were present, possibly DAVID ALMAN and wife. New York Office may 
consider send^i^bhotos of these persons to Philadelphia to be 
shown t 


/ 


• 6 - 


niir-:c‘ioi; # h:<i 


(100-337335) 


5 / 13/59 


RAC, -i SOAK. (100-107111) 


CO ITT*' -0 MTU' JUTIICE 
F0 i'T*r ••: f> y ,:;LL 

I£, - c; iu o r l f ;5o 

BoDuleto 11/1U/53 and 2/9/59. 


Informants and Sourcoa of t.lc TiO active in 
in contact i:lLh personnel of captioned organization 
boon unable to nscortain any additional Information 
c 5 i .ilns the i- entities of tiio unknown Members of tho 
iiutionRl fc l 1 tteo of c.rp t-ionou or-r i lest ion. 


and 

have 

con- 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC (100-37667) 

FROM : SA WILLIAM F. MC LAUGHLIN 

SUBJECT: PHILADELPHIA SOBELL COMMITTEE 
IS - C 


DATE: 5/14/59 


On 4/15/5 9 > 

reliable Information I 
written statement to SA WIL LI A 
ment is maintained in 


who has furnished 
rsonally provided a 

HLIN, This state - 


’•Philadelphia, Pa. 

4/15/59 

"Saturday evening, April 11, at 8:30 p.m. 
a testimonial 50th birthday party was held for 
JEAN FRANTJES. Mrs. EDITH "GOLDSMITH was hostess 


New York (RM) (SOBELL' COMMITTEE 1 ) 

Philadelphia - 

100-376 


INDEXED : 


Searched 

Serialized 


Indexed 


Filed 


MAY 14, 1959 V 
F3I, PHILADELPHIA' 


; v/ ■ • 


WFMcL:KSK 

(36) 


1 *T ' 1 ' 

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR COPIES 
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"at her home which is located at 5730 Virginian 
Road. A donation of one dollar was collected at 
the door by SARAH EPSTINE. 

"Among those who attended were the following 



<f « 
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"A woman from New York talked about MORTON 
SOBELL and made the pitch for the money. 


"JEAN FRANTJES spoke about her early life 
in Salem_N.j. and"her first experience with pro 
gressive groups. Her goal now is to aid MORTON 
SOBELL. 


. . <r 

• -t 
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5/19/59 






Director, FBI (100-387835) 
SAC, Buffalo (100-11534) 


f.r 


% 


* I 





NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE 
JUSTICE FOR MORTON 80BELL 
IS • c 

(00» New York) 


Re Buffalo letter, 3/31/59* 



the 2/59 letter in a Buffalo newspaper indicating the existence 
hero of a SOBELL Committee) . have not heard of further activities 
on her part in this connection. 070 


There seems to be no question, however, despite this nega- 
tivo information, that as far as the National SCBELL Committee ---* 
in New York is concerned, a group in Buffalo was supposed to 
havj come into being. This office has received the following 
information along this line: 


2 - Bureau (RM) 

1 - Albany (100-13260) (INFO) (RM) 

2 - New York 
2 - Buffalo 
GJLiafe 
(7) 

V 
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BU 100-11534 



New York Is requested to advise whether any of its 
sources may have additional information as to the actual existence 
of a SOBELL Committee in the Buffalo area. 



FILE # 


100-107111 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 

\ 

3SS9 DATE S-JO ' S9 

CONSISTING OF £ PAGES 


SUBJECT 

SERIAL 


is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as It contains 
information which would disclose an intelligence 
source* This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number ■■■. 
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•objbctj COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE \P^ ‘X^^^v-^fC^v ’S* 
>" FOR MORTON SOBELL ■ ;. . .:*?/. -'V}' : 
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Re NYlet 4/30/59# requesting characterization;.: 
fcf VF 1147 -S* referred to in WFO letter to Hew York - : 


” * This is to advise that WF 1147 -S* is an 
anonymous source. JP*. r n - v-.'.-:- v -r 


2)- Hew York ( HM) •' £ C';Xr ' ~~ .-•?’- * : 

1 i . ■■ . -* ,, j f| -4- ft ” . J-—J ■ tjp f ^ j-^L. • - .* • ,*.• , "‘ • J ^ 

• f -a tj , ^ V*/ r - ♦* • - V, 1 ^ ^ x 7 wi— ^ ^ - l* 
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SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (100-8594) 


5/22/59 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 

MORTON SCEELL, 

I3-S, ISA OF 1950 

On page II, column 1, of the Hay 25, 1959, issue of 
Lite 'NATIONAL GUAPJJIAIf 1 is a feature entitled "Calendar", which 
cuntiainrj advertisements for future events of interest. Under 
tiie heading "Minneapolis' * is an announcement of e meeting under 
the ausp5.ee s of the Minnesota Sobell Committee to be held 
flay 2C at 8:15 PH at the First Unitarian Si.tiety, TOO Mu. Curve 
avenue to hear Rev. ED. HI! GALDE of Los Angeles, California. 
Under the heading "Bucks Co., Pa" is an announcement of a meeting 
under the; auspices of the Lover Bucks Co. Comm, to Secure Justice 
fur Mortem Sobell to be held May 22 at 8:30 PM at the Southampton 
friends Meeting at Gravel Hill Road to hear Mrs. MORTON SOBELL. 

A characterization sf the National Ccc.r.uttec to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell may be found on page CO of the "House 
f-’dc’u to Subversive Organisations and Publications’*, dated 1/2/57 

A characterization of the "National Guardian" may be 
f.'urd on page 105 of the "House Guide to Subversive Organisations 
pud Publications", dated 1/2/57. 
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subject. SOBELL COMMITTEE, 

IS-C. 

NATIONAL GUARDIAN, May 25, 1959, page 10, carried the 
foliating article: 

••WANTED 
'Door Openers 

Volunteers Needed for our 
‘Open That Last Door* 

Meeting for 

MORTON SOBELL 

Fri., June 19 8 P.M. 

Webster Hall N.Y.C. 

We need you to do office 
C work, telephoning, ticket** 
selling and mailing. We're 
open 9:30 a.m.— 9 p.m. I 



So be 11 Committee 

940 B'way AL 4-9983" 
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UNITED ST^S GOVERNMENT 


Office M.emo(fridum • 

T0 s SAC, NEW YORK DvrE: MAY 2 71959 

from y SAC, ALBANY (100-13260) 

l 

subject-. SYRACUSE SOBELL COMMITTEE 

'is^m — 


Informant 

Date of Activity 

Agent 

Date Received 
File 



On 5/18/59* the following written report was received by 
SA JOHN D. MAHONEY and is set forth verbatim below: 


“May 18, 1959 


“I went to the home of Lillian Reiner 
attend a dinner and meeting in behalf of Morton 



_ t0 

obeli on April 12, 
1959. Sylvia Mankind of the National Sobell Committee was the 

cue st speaker. The QhZlZOSZ ^ stilus, MSS Sam Feld. About 25 

eople we 



TTylvia brought the Sobell case up to date by telling of the 
necessity of funds at this time before Sobell* s parole comes due. 
ihe read a speech given by the Rev. Peter McCormack, former 
Tt'rotestant chaplain at Alcatraz. She urged letters be written to 
your congressman and President Eisenhower urging freedom for Morton 
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"Sobell. She presented a Dollar-a-Month Plan to raise money for 
Sobell. She talked of the appeal gotten up by the Clergy of the 
country and stressed the enlisting of the support of the clergy of 
Syracuse. Literature was distributed-- letter written by Rev. 
Peter McCormack and Rev. Erwin Gaede, Statement by Carlton Beals-, 
book of poems by Helen Sobell etc.... 11 


The informant also furnished the following literature 
received by the informant at the above meeting: 

(1) A book "Dollar-A-Month Club" 

"DOLLAR-A-MONTH CLUB 

I am now contributing $ f or the legal appeal and 

public Information in the case of Morton Sobell. 

I pledge $ p er month for the next six months to 

sustain the effort to Win ’justice for Morton Sobell. 

1st month 2nd** 3rd 4tfc 5th 1 6th 



NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


PHONE 


Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
940 Broadway, New York 10, N.Y." 

(2) A mimeographed letter which is set forth below: ... 

"Dear Friend: 

"Those of us who have been deeply concerned for many 
years about the case of Morton Sobell follow with great 
attentiveness each development in the efforts of his family and 
friends to win his freedom. We feel it is out obligation both to 
the Sobell case and to our personal sense of Justice to pitch in 
and help at every moment when our help becomes especially important. 

"I write you now because this is one of those times. At 
this moment Morton Sobell^ attorneys are in the midst of Borne very 
important research that could produce vital new legal action in the 
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"courts. At this moment the Sobell committee is visiting with 
Senators, Congressmen, and leaders of national organizations in 
Washington to obtain their help. A leading Congressman has just 
written a letter to the President asking for a new trial. His 
letter will soon be made public. 

"In California, a group of clergymen are initiating an 
appeal to clersy throughout the country to Join in asking Morton 
Sobell 1 s release. Another group of eminent Americans are 
undertaking steps to establish an independent Commission of Inquiry 
that will objectively investigate the Rosenberg-Sobell case. 

"I'm sure you will agree that actions like these--and I 
have cited but a few- -make it terribly urgent that the Sobell 
committee have the funds needed to press forward its work at this 
time. Last year marked Morton Sobell* s transfer from Alcatraz. 

We have it within our power to help bring about the final step-- 
his freedom and vindication. 

"Please send as generous a contribution as possible, and 
I will forward it to Mrs. Sobell, together with the contributions 
sf other friends. to whom I am writfng. 

"Very sincerely yours, 

"p.S, If you would also care to write a letter asking Morton's 

release it would be extremely important. Letters should be 
addressed to President Dwight D. Eisenhower, The White 
House, Washington, D,C." 

(3) A mimeographed letter signed by Rev. MC CORMACK and Rev. GAEDE. 

"Dear Friend 4 ^ ^ 

"Urgency in human terms impels us to address you. The enclosed 
Appeal to the President, composed by and for Clergymen, has Just 
been initiated by west coast signers. It Is one expression of the 
building concern of the American people with the question of an 
injustice in the case of Morton Sobell. 

"We also enclose a recent statement. Issued by eminent theologians 
and authorities on the law, who independently chose to study the 
Sobell case. Their clearly stated position, based on their careful 
examination of the trial record, we believe you will find 
impressive and Informative. - : ... 
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"We are hopeful that our Presidential Appeal will receive the 
response of thousands who listen when the cry of innocence Is 
raised. With this hope, we ask that you add the strength of your 
name to ours, 

"Please give this your earliest attention, and please accept our 
deep respect for your consideration. 

"Very sincerely yours, 

/s/ "Rev. Peter McCormack 

/s/ "Rev. Erwin A, Gaede" 

(4) A mimeographed letter from CARLETON BEALS. 

" #**#****«#********#*****##<Ht*#*#4Mt#**#******#****#***####***'JHfr## 

♦TEXT OF STATEMENT ON THE - MORTON • SOBELL CASE BY CARLETON BEALS, ♦ 
^author, lecturer, authority on Mexico and the Caribbean area, * 
♦and former -consultant to the U.S. government on Mexican * 

♦affairs, Mr. Beals calls Sobell* s conviction a 'brazen denial* 
♦of elementary rights* and *so absurd it is incredible 1 in the 
♦following letter to Mrs. Morton Sobell. 

■fr#*****#****^##***#*##^******#*^*##****#***###-#*#*####^*##### 

"August 25, 1958 

"Deaj« Mrs. Sobell:" 

"Thank you for sending me the transcript of the •conspiracy* trial 
which resulted In your husband being sentenced to thirty years in 
prison and the transcript of the arguments on appeal. 

"I have read every word of the 1715 pages with care. Only a 
relatively few pages deal with testimony concerning Sobell, and they 
contain the testimony of only one witness. Max Elitcher. Otherwise 
no evidence whatever was presented against your husband. 

"Another brief section deals with the trip of Sobell and his wife 
and two children to Mexico, in an effort to prove that he was 
fleeing from Justice. 

"The indictment itself contains not one mention of overt acts by 
Sobell as is required by law. His attorneys were forced to enter 
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"the courtroom wholly unprepared, almost as spectators, wltho 
knowledge of the specific charges or what evidence they might 



to refute. 


ft- 




"As a result the prosecution, by distortion, falsification and" , 
suppression, was able to give his trip to Mexico the appearance^ 


flight. There is no doubt Sobell was laboring under considershi^ 
fear, but even had he fled to Mexico illegally, which be did »o||f 
this under law does not constitute guilt of any crime. Thus ‘ 
was not brought out at the trials . .. ■> 


'+ , -t 


"( 1 ) 

"( 2 ) 




11 (3) 


That he went to Mexico under his own name aiw 
reported to American authiritles before leavln 
That he was not under indTctment and was not 
charged with any crime when he left, only AftpjK 
he returned. • 

That he had gone legally to Mexico. In court 



was stated that he had no visa, which was 


*{4) 

“(5) 


■"> 1 ' 

-■ r *f| ■» -- 


M (7) 

"( 8 ) 

"(9) 


technically correct, thus implying he had entered 
Mexico illegally. Actually he had a legal 
tourist card, all that is required, and went'.-^Bp* 
through the Mexican Immigration offices and 
customs at the border In the usual legal mannerv^ 
That he was never deported from Mexico, although f 
an American immigration official presented 
evidence, wholly erroneous, to that effect. J^pT 
That actually he was kidnapped with the connivance 
.of U.S. Federal agents, was brutally beaten 
until unconscious, that he was taken to the border 
in violation of Mexican and U.S. laws and 

IThat 'tie :was^^^ri‘acr^^iw»^^r€ ; ^F £ '^ i 

Joined by prearrangement by a Federal marshall i:l0Z 
That his entire family was similarly kidnappecT and 
whisked across the border at night. 

That the act was protested by the head of Mexican 
Immigration. -?■ " 

That investigations by the Mexican Consul In ^ 
Laredo confirmed these criminal acts. ;t; 

That the Mexican Department of Immigration andTggg*- 


mm 




the Department of Gobernacion both provided 


» «i 


documentary evidence, not presented at the .tr l&im 
that Sobell had never been deported. 


. , > ■ • * " r 'f : ' i , 
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’’The single witness produced by the State against Sobell, Max 
Elitcher, was a self-confessed ‘perjurer* and ‘liar’. At various 
times he had also been under psychoanalytical treatment. 

’’During his testimony only two sentences remotely suggest, and these 
are purely hearsay, that Sobell had any connection with any alleged 
conspiracy. Also, Elitcher testified that one evening he 
accompanied Sobell on a ten minute ride to the vicinity of the 
accused Julius Rosenberg* s New York apartment to deliver a can 
(contents unknown) presumably to Rosenberg. No direct evidence, 
either oral or material, was given at the trial that Sobell even 
knew any atomic secrets, or that he gave any atomic or any other 
secrets to Rosenberg or anybody else. His crime, as presented at 
the trial, seemed to consist of having been possibly a Communist 
and fellow-traveler, that he has been a fellow engineering student 
at N ew York City College, that over a period of ten years he had 
seen Rosenberg half a dozen times. He knew none of the others 
involved in the trial and no other witness except Elitcher. His 
name was not mentioned by any other witness. 

"In short, no oral, material or even remotely circumstantial 
evidence was ever presented in court to warrant his conviction or 
his sentencing. It is so absurd it is incredible. I know of no 
other instance of miscarriage of Justice, or more brazen denial of 
elementary human rights, in the history of Jurisprudence in this 
or any other country. 

"Frankly, and this may sound harsh to you given your personal 
interest in the matter, I started reading this transcript with the 
hope that I would discover evidence beyond a reasonable doubt, that 
he was guilty, for I was anxious to preserve my illusions 
concerning the noble processes of American Justice. 

"Sincerely yours, 

"s/ Carle ton Beals 

"P.S. - You are free to use this letter and my previous letter in 
any way you see fit." 

The above is being sent New York for information. 
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UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT 




SAC, New York ( 100-107111 ) 
Director, FBI (100-387835) 


DATE: May 28, 1959 


subject-- NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE 
JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

/ .a 

t ' 

The 5-25-59 Issue of the “National Guardian, " / 

page 10, Indicates that captioned organization will 
sponsor a meeting on 6-19-59 8t Webster Hall, New York City. 

The Bureau desires that coverage be afforded this activity 
and the results thereof be furnished the Bureau in 
memorandum form, suitable for dissemination, promptly at 
the completion of this activity. * 














SAC, Salt Lnh.o City (K'0-3937) 


H/28/C9 


CA CARTER E. JONES 


it 

al Li'.' irT, Tjr:^ 

y IS - c 

The following mailed etatenentvpc received 
HHby SA W. RULON PAX? IAN fron VHHH who ha 
furnished reliable the cri 

of which is filed in a?*t 


^ 7 




t 7 .' 


LTATI COUNCIL 
CC-NSTITUTICii 


V) bt) 







8U 100-8037 


UTAH CO UITCI L FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 


stated he 




der from 

reported'TH^TIlah council For uonst i- 
iona; Liberties (UCCL) ms organised at the specific 
instructions of the Rocky Mountain Regional leaders of the 
Communis t lart^fo^the purpose of fighting Smith Act 
prosecutions. ^H|| stated that WAYNE HOLLEY, Utah State 
Chairnan of ftirty, organized the UCCL in 

April, 1055. fH|| also reported that the majority of 
officers and members of the UCCL are known to him as being 
members of the Communist Party, State of Utah. 


A source, who is affiliated with the UCCL, on 
May 1, 1059, reported that the UCCL continues to aid and 
support subjects of Smith Act prosecutions, as well as 
programs of the Communist Party and other organizations 
which have been designated as subversive by the Attorney 
General of the United States. 
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SU 100-8937 


UTAH CCUIICIL FOB 
CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 
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5/29/59 




Pin in -Text 


V • . V 

" ' ' Uriel ' f <”' 
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Dirac tor, FBI (10T-397835) 
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SAC, P^adelphia (100-37667) 

' ' . ' > *V' ft ■»>- ^ * - V‘ . 


'>>'-•'* s 89B3RWr: ; COMFITTrS TO SRCtTOE' JUSTICE 

TOW MOW OF S03ELD 
If - C 


• ;■“* ' / 


flRAL 


' ^ '*■ « “ k - v 


on 5/28/59 advised f-A JKrEKlAR W* DOYLE - v 
that the ,u>«»r Bucks County Corwiittoe to Secure Justice . . ^ ' 

^V';' for Morton £©bell hold * mao ting 5/22/59 at Southampton ' ':y 
i4'.‘ Friends Meeting House, Street Food at Gravel Hill Koad, v 
-*■•« Southampton, Po.'-KELfc'K 8 OB ELL w«r guest speaker; ! 'V;. ! 

aopr oxime tely 80 people were present* * 


"\jL" * 




VEL&ff SOB ELL said the primary Interest of ♦ 
Committee at present Is to obtain tho release or parole for 
MOTTOS SORELL, then the Commit tee will try to get a perdon 
subsequently* Ho eolleetlon yea taken at this meeting out 
of deference Quaker# • , Announcement made that the audience. 

mss Invited to adjourn to. the residence 
(HORN coll ection would be mode* 
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<p- Sew York (PM) 
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SAC, Salt Lake City (100*8937) 


5/29/59 


^71:>«-.sa ,loftis j. Sheffield ^ * v . 

‘ . *- <■ ■ •/<-/ - r x .^ f** 


*** -*? - * *r“ * 


UTAH COUNCIL FOR 
CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES 

n ,s * c j,ll 

>'W- -The following nailed sta tement wasA > ecelved **?» 

>'*>*• flllby SA V. RULON PAXMAN from (■■■I who has •; 

;• , v furnished reliable iitformatioi^i^^^TalxT^ the original 
of .which is filed in 


r\ v v.> 


mm 

' furnisnei 
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6 - Salt Lake City 
(1** 100*8937 
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GI STEREO) / 

'f 

TERED) (MORTON SOBELL) 
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Office Memof3idum 


• UNITED STA 


JS 


GOVERN 


TO 


SAC (100-107111) (41) 


DATE: 6/8/59 



„ from ; SA GEORGE EDWIN JONES, 41 

t * . * * ;■ . . . . ..... 

subject. SOBELL COMMITTEE 
IS-C. 

< 

NATIONAL GUARDIAN, June 8, 1959, page 10, carried the 
. following article: ... 

n As public opinion units 
. . across the nation • . * 

New York Acts 
for 

Morton Sobell 
Hear: 

Dr. Horace Kallen, 
noted philosopher 
Prof. Muray Branch, 

Prof, of Religion, More- 
house College 
Prof. Thomas Emer- 
son, Yale Low School 
Fri. , June 19 8 P.M. 

WEBSTER HALL - 

119 E. llthSt., N.Y.C. 

Tickets at: " . 

- N.Y. Sobell Committee 

940 Broadway AL 4-9983 
Help Open That Final Door!" 




1 - ASAC NH McCABE, DIV IV 
1 - SUP WARREN MARCHESSAULT, #41 
1- SUP TS MILLER, #42 
1 - RA BABYLON 
1 - RA MINEOLA 
1 - RA KINGSTON 
1 - RA STATEN IS. 

1 - RA WHITE PLAINS 
1 - RA POUGHKEEPSIE 
1 - RA SUFIERN 
1 - 100-13572-SUB A 
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1« exempt from disclosure* In Its entirety 

tinder (b)(7)(D) ss Information contained i n „ _., :. -.^ ~, 

this serial would Identify an Informant to ’ 7~. ■ 77* .^7^77- 

vhom an expressed promise of confidentiality -•?-■ -“ : ~ ^ ^ 

has bern given. This Information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were p-.Hr- : J: 

attended by a limited number of people known ,z^^. /gs£ j5 

to the Informant and/or information from these 

meetings and situations In which an informant 

was in close contact with members of these • . 

organisations, disclosure of which would revebl ' : &&&2&T i! 2!=&^ i 

bis Identity. (* 




twsa^— 




f a>V k f U& 

’/ 'A V^V" ^ a w i . •-. ' f * "* * ♦ ‘ " 11 •*■>.* */ ' » *V ; X>J -'♦ ,-• 








► <%.-* >/*W* /t J »« «■ «*S; 


^Tr 1 ^ >..~Am^A^aL^k 4J. ) ■»* v*..^ ^ ^ >>♦ ^ y *r » ak I V * V ^ i* 7 F**“^ ,- T 4«S! ^ ® 

■ ,-f 






rnrnmmmmm 


r: „ - .* ~p Sg-sL 


v - *-r_ _ ~ 


*t*/" “TT'. i* 




'. - .' * t -r^ ; •; ~ •. 

*• r~*rj — * ." * 


-.?■=. T rr xr V 


C-C-?* • V "* 

r.% ^ v ■+-']? j*-- ( v<^« . 


-,~.j ** ’ 

* 4 A* ■•^- ,I>C«p 


r . t? --/r^rr^-V - ^ * v ^ v ' ■ 






PILE # 


100-107111 


* » -3E ■' -.V-T *. >* V.^> yX - J 

- » - :v-\w ..^ 




-. ^ :^.v; 




. v ■• l^a. -»'- 

-V > > * .F* l .| 


SUBJECT - R0SENBERG/SOBELL COMMITTEE 


• r£ rgL0 m i ' W « 




'f - ^ : v - '- v-sne-JV x^-0- .-» C33? . . .'. ^-r - 

SERIAL ~ ' 




DATE 


w£r »y H 




^r y .1X f *^V' » j ^ % V X 


' a 


PACES 




• . rr-'df^r* ^-~ 






-*• • jCT-Xri' ! 5Li*r.i- > ■V 


'•« /w- V.'S 


— ■ - ' r : -- * * .- .. 

CONSISTING OP o( ' PAGES 
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is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 

under (b)(7)(D) as information contained I n' ..‘S!’*' -’'Z'T* ?' y ~ '-. 

this serial would identify an informant to ^ j^C.'^v*ICT 

vhom an expressed promise of confidentiality 

has hern given. This information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were ■ ----- --■: rr 

attended by a limited number of people known hr? 

to the informant and/or information from these 
meetings and situations in Which an informant 
was in close contact with members of these •' . 
organizations, disclosure of, which >would reveal i 
bts Identity. ( b )tt) CC1 
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' 4» exempt from disclosure. In 4^ entirety, ^1- .. 

under (b)(7)(D) as Information contained In ■".\' T . 

this aerial would Identify an Informant to — ' rm ^.^7T “ ~ ■ 

whom an expressed promise of confidentiality^^^^*^-^-^“~ r “^ 

has be^n given. This information includes 

dates and places of meetings which were — — v-..Ay- [ - T ., l L . . _- L - ; f 
attended by a limited number of people known -— • 

to the Informant and/or Information from these • • -- 

meetings and situations in which an informant I 

was In close contact with members of these ■.•. =•• 
organizations, disclosure of which would reveal --r , , 
his identity.. . . .... ... 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



REFERENCE: St. Louis report of SA CLARK S. SMITH dated 12/16/5* 
STATUS : F* 


LEAD 

THE ST. LOUIS DIVISION 

.AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Will follow and report the activities of the- 3LCSJMS. 



Ipielil i|*nt 
In Chirgi 


Bureau (100-387835) (RM) 

AC of S, G-2, Chicago (RM) 

AC of S, G-2, St. Louis (RM) 
ONI, Chicago (RM) 

I2D, OSI. CAPB, 111. (RM) 
Chicago (100-23530) (Info) (RM) 
New York (300-10711 ) (RM) t t 
St. Louis (IOO-II726) ’ 


An ant nrltn in 



r nr ft I * Tilt report in lennnd to fou fc? tbo FAX 1 and nnltbor it nor its content* are tn bn dtitrituiii 
'©ef in nbinb lnnned. 


* a ftowwnttn wuhtwg omct . int« a— I44TS0 






SL T-2 is 

SL T-3 is 

SL T-4 is 
SL T-5 le 

- A - 




COVER PAGE 









NY T-2 is NY 1912-S*- 


Careful consideration has been given to the sour 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only where ldentitie 
must be concealed. 

This 

informants of continuing value and compromise their 
future effectiveness. 
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COYER PAGE 
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M & CD 

UNITED states department of JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


CONFIDENTIAL 


C^rioi 

1 - AC of S, G-2, CO 

1 - AC of S, 0-2, SL 

1 - ONI, 

2 - 12U, 

* - r - * 

Chicago 

OSI, CAFB, Illinois * 

lUpOft of: 
tk*m 

8A CLARK S. SMITH 

June 12, 1959 

<*«* ST. LOUIS 

fH. kJ 1 

I IN trwpvn 

SL 100-11726, Buttle 100-387835 


lMt« 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO 
SECURE JUSTICE FOR 
MORTON SOHELL, aka 


i k.- 

OnwNft 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 

• 

Sfnopki 









SL 100-11726 

* 

€ 

DETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS. MISSOURI: 





SL 100-11726 






Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell and on December 16, 1958, advised 


that TED JACOBS Is on the National Committee 


of the Committee to Secure Justice for 


Morton Sobell. 





/66-/07 ///- 3 sy ¥ 



NY T-2 adviced on April 27, 19** that AARON ‘ 

KATZ, 28 year® of age, white, American, was 

a member of the Communist Party - USA for 

yeara and had been transferred Into the ..... 

waterfront section of the Communiet Party on .. ’? 

December 23, 19*3 and in 19** held CP membership . 

book number 31250. «t ... .. 




The CP - USA has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States : 
pursuant to Executive Order 10*50. t{ " 




.if -(rU \ ' - w - ***- ^ 
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SL 100-11726 



ELSIE HAUEBR 
IRVIN GLISTER 
EUGENE TOURNOUF. 
MARY FERGUSON 


Co-Chairman 

Co-Chairman 

Secretary 

Unofficial Recording Secretary 
and Treasurer 




This informant, on June 8, 1959> advised that it 
is the aim of the SLCSJMS to either obtain a new trial or 
the granting of Executive Pardon or Commutation for MORTON 
SOBELL, 


10 


/46 - /ay /// - 3 S’ 7 g 





i SL 100-11726 


: IV. SUBVERSIVE RAMIFICATIONS 

A. Communist Party Connections 

The Communist Party - USA (OF) has been 
designated by the attorney General of the 
United StateB pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 
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L 100-11726 



advised on June K $ 1959 that HEK5CHEL 
Hi Is Chairman of the Communist Party of 
Missouri . 





1 

SL 100- 



v 


11726 

J,7* 



advised on March 30, 1959# :^ at . „ 
SSn LUMER is National Education Director 

of the CP - USA. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 


St. Louis 99 , Missouri 
June 12, 1959 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL, • aka 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0 
INTERNAL SSajRXTT ACT 
(SL file 100-11726) . 


Informants and sourc.es used in the report of SA CLARK 
S. SMITH dated June 12, 1959 at St. Louis, Missouri, liave all 
furnished reliable information in the past. 

Thie communication and its contents are loaned to you 
by the FBI and neither it nor its contents are to be .distributed 
outside of the agency to which loaned. ‘ 
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$ ‘- ‘Bureau (End. iK/UR TV£l)<fiPJ&XSttEiiEl// - 
,’-a :i*AUlo (fcrtcl. 1) (fXCLimEO) '-•,: • v .*;..., ;, 
*' l * Portland (End . X ) {REGISTERED) n * V - . , -.- ; > 
rl'.-'Soft Jtteso (Enel. 1) (ROISTERED)*' - : t 

:i - San Francisco (Enel. 1) (REGISTERED) 

1 - Phoenix (Enel. 1 ) (REGISTERED) ^ > ' • 

(p- Kcw VorX (iincl. 1 } (REGISTERED) v _ 


ioc Angeles (10^-/aeiii)(100-i#337£: - Cl:c<\L) 


tf^PiDRU 
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SOURCE! 




to SA SAM SHOEMAKER 


<♦, ** K V 
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TOHORIQR 808ELL,Ako« 
28 • Cj XfiA of 1950 

* " ' ■ . A * 

OOl HER tOBR 
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«ho tel tettlflhtt d ggliabl p laXpreatixm in 
tho ptfiti DdvUSTm ROem 8* IRteWp tfaDC e picnic 
would bo bold ttndor tte miiplroc o£ Ch^Sove orgonljsotiou at ■= 
Cauonovio* Bov Tort, at the boa* *f JAKE AEOGRSOK and RLUABETtt 
AU£B on Juoo 21, 1959, and ABHETSB ROBBOTOK Ml to bo the ' 
boncx rod bdooc*> •<•.•• .■->».'>■•-<' -}£■.•+- .**!'. 4 , r - - > 

who boa iwarad Labed gsliabl o lnloraotlon la v 
tbo poaC HHH| *w teiood chat JAKE -: J>7J 

AS8S850R annu&SSTii ALLSH voCO TSg^tSaoac^aro of feho 
OR at 6>vaouoo, How fort* ' 
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eet . 5 • Bureau (100*387833) (BM) 

UFO (100*23474) (Info) (KM) 
ClJr )km York 000*107111 fftHl 

1 • Buffalo (Info) 


a • Alb^y^^j^2£0) 
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of Cho SyrcouM Soboll ( 


K- Jf* . ..T'Xv ■ * V’*V . 

fc ^ » p>* - - . * * ■ ; . . ,± •*» 


■ • • ' X-, .■ ^ , . j» j- 1? 

. ' -4/C /A* ■ ^ *£p- ft* 1 

* * * *. ~ • % ‘ «< * v \yv. * 

v - 'v . . *v* ►; 01 V” 

v - • ■ '■ ■ V;'< ■’ » "'■f; • 

‘ , * * e * L' 1 


: fcsfnlihod reliable ^ 

H tbsfc tho financial itBUont ' 
tfeoo in January 1959* shooed 


; r JUS AB0K&&OR at Secretary *Trooaurer of that ooeoltteo* 

<-&•>*. *'■'-•'■ ■*■■*"'■'' •• ••^'- , •'■>'•' * ■■ ,.z 

l '’ ' MlUbod ntaispaperc of thi CenlttM.to Stetfd / ; 
1 : Jtactico for ttesaOH $OBBJJu hcvo Xlaeod da Syrooaoa Mail 

jCoBBiteoo* 1009 OtflbcrUad Av«aso^ iyr«cuae 9 Mir Yock« m m 
./• v' affiliau of fcfaae oaa&fiMi* ''•' 
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A copy of this oogaunteCCton is tenlchod ttfSTO 
for evaluation of itc lnf or ta an t cad to Buffalo for inform* 
^ t , . . .. Um Imomuoh ca Mica SBBOS3EXB my apeak In (hat vicinity 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


70 J SAC, NEW YORK (100-207122) 


12 JUN iS59 


FROM '* SA ANTHONY E. fONSTANTINO (4l) 

subject: SOBELL COMMITTEE 

*: IS - « . . . ' A 'rr.'. 
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Corn Exchange Ban^^^E^^ve^ancr20tT^5t^^Ye/ made available to ' ' 

SA ANTHONY E. CONSTANTINO, on a confidential basis, the bank 

records concerning the above-captioned account. A review of the ^ 

records for the month of May, 1959, reflected a check number 

2217, drawn on 5/7/59* payable to Webster Hall, In the amount ~^-V - 

of f 100. 00. This check was deposited at the Sterling National ~ ’ " ? ' r " 

Bank, and a notation which appeared on the check reflected that 

It was a deposit on the Hall for 6/19/59. U --- . - - 

T1 ^ — ► - V gr;gnr^r ^ - «:tf ^V>-» 

. The balance of the account as of 5/27/59, frTl&ZiCgZZT:** 

i ' < * - ** - 

The above is not to be made public without the usual ^ • 

proceedings following the issuance of a subpoena, 


Above soiree no longer has custody of the basic * 
documents from which the above check Information was obtained .it ^ 
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exempt from disclosure, In entirety* 
under (b)(7)(D) as information contained in 
this serial would Identify an informant to 




.i 


whom an expressed promise of confidentiality 


has bem given. This information Includes 
dates and places of meetings which were 
attended by a limited number of people known . 
to the informant and/or information from these "'/'(rS'i 
meetings and situations in which an informant 
was in close contact with members of these 
organizations, disclosure of which would reveal 
his identity. . . .... . .. 
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NY 100-89691 


Identity of Source: 


Description of info: 
Date Received: 


who has furnished 
o in past (conceal) 



5/8/59 



Received by: 


SA KARL ROBERT BOOKMAN (written) 


Original located: 



The speaker LOU LNU from the National Guardian is 
believed to be LOUIS E. BURNHAM. 


The X reference telephone book lists a JOSHUA 
WALLACH at 558 Vermont St. in Brooklyn. 


A copy of informants report follows: 


/ e« -/ © 7 /// - ss- Sj- 
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JiY 100-83691 


May 7 » 1959 


- The big protest Rally of Thurs., May 7 , 8:00 PM, 

an the basement auditorium of the Manhattan Towers Hotel, 

5216 B*way by the BOB THOMPSON Defense Committee, drew 
about 225 people. The mass meeting began at 9; 30 and 
ended at 10:10, . . .:~- 

ELIZABETH GURIY FLYNN, Chairman, introduced speakers whom 
she said had been called together at short notice; that the . 
purpose of the meeting was to establish a permanent committee — 
such as Chicago has — to fight against political persecution. 

She asked that the cards distributed be filled out indicating 
willingness to volunteer foythe committee which will conduct 
campaigns in defense of civil liberties and for the immediate 
freedom of ROBERT THOMPSON, HENRY WINSTON and GIL GREEN. — 


She c 


lectio 


enbacks . 

Told the 

ence ^nat ±jub Thompson Tias hak* tuuTTMAn as his attorney 
and that she had won a small victory for him by getting a . 
stay until May 18th for medical treatment. 


MOE FISHMAN: of Lincoln Vets: Said it was up to the audience 
to free THOMPSON and not leave it up to legal proceedings; that 
such a Committee had freed someone in prison In Spain; that 
if he had to go to prison to fight it and he was sure they would 
have him out before Christmas. 


LOU (colored) of Civil Liberties, Editor of Guardian. He . 
stressed that to fight for freedom of BOB THOMPSON was also " 
to fight the "lynchers,” to end negro oppression. 

KARL MARZANNI: Told audience to take the telegrams on their 
seats and spend an hour at work collecting names. He promised 
that the world is so shifting that people are more enlightened. 
Told the story that a schoolteacher friend in Jersey attacked 
(WISEMAN?) by Un-American Committee, had been brought up before 
the school board trustees; 18 to 1 voted not to dismiss her. 
Also, a friend in Boston, CAMERON, whom he approached for a . 
contribution, gave $100 to the book club and advised seeing 
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Labor Commissioner of State of Mass. This man, an 
Irish-Catholic, greeted him warmly and said the days of 
: red-baiting were over and MC CARTHYISM dead at last. He 
aaid that such an approach would have been unheard of in 
1943. He would not have been received! that now people are " 
becoming surpresingly open and cooperative to any approach; .. 
thus, join up coraraitteewise and individually enlist help 
everywhere; T ’don*t be afraid to ask your co-workers." 

WILL ( WILBUR ) who sang at May Day celebration in Carnegie 
Hall in 1958 and at Worker Rally during summer. He sang 
the Star Spangled Banner opening number; an Irish song 

- of walking where the potatoes grov.'. The Lincoln Marching 

. Song and You* 11 Never Walk Alone, (A 5X5 wavy dark-haired T. 
young man in thirties, bow tie wearer.) -• 

... BEN DAVIS : He said "We saved BOB twice before from prison ‘ ' ^ 
• and so there* a no reason why we can*t do it again. If we - 
can* t prevent it then everyone connected with his going will ' 
be made to pay. We are going to fight from now on. No 
" longer will we take anything lying down. J. EDGAR HOOVER and 
others can*t destroy us. That time has past. Even if they 
" infiltrate and come in the back door they can*t destroy our . 
growth. The attack is on but we have learned much from the 
Russians and they are Btill learning from us. We are too . 
strong now, and we will continue to become stronger, and cause 
- worry to EISENHOWER as he "electrocutes* 1 himself around 
' his golf course. _ _ ; t . ^ 

WILL VEINSTONE: Read aloud a prepared resolution to go to the ' 
President asking for release of OIL GREEN, HENRY WINSTON, MORTON 
SOBOL, and BOB THOMPSON. 

BOB THOMPSON-Said a Committee to end political prosecutions .. 
was necessary to end such a rape case as the Florida co-ed; 

~ also, what happened in Poplerville; what happened to the youth 
killed by a policeman in Bklyn without provocation; that such 

a Committee should fight for civil liberties; that if he 

~\has to go to prison it will only be for 18 mos, and he will~ - 
be happy knowing they are continuing the struggle; that they 










to 








as a Committee and as a very active part of the CP will 
be ever so much stronger when he Is released* He will 
resume his activities among them and with them again. 
THOMPSON said it was a popular fabrication circulated that 
the CP makes a hard life for its members; that it is the 
Capitalist System which makes the hard life for everyone* 

He said he wanted to spend time talking about the CP, its 
policies and future; that not only was the fight on to try 
and whittle down the Party but also even the labor movement 
was under attack. He said the new Committee would revittUze 


J-;. ‘*Js ' V ~ 


* the CP by getting the Party back on the right track udted in 

' a program of active participation, so that by Convention time, ' 

soon approaching, there would be no question of the status, and — 

where the CP stood and where it was going. That at last '"’V"' 

they had withstood the ravages of the revisionists like Browder — ; 
and Gates and could go forth all united instead of standing . ... ...» 

L~JT. dilded and confused; that they can forge ahead in the '.'r * v . 

f^~, struggle for civil liberties; the working class movement, ~ V 
C the youth movement, peace movement and a strong program for . .. 

.. . the left setting out to win many victories. He said much _ ‘ . , ‘ 
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is exempt from disclosure. In Its entirety* "■' 

under (b)(7)(D) ss Information contained in^' 


this serial would Identify an Informant to — 
whom an expressed promise of confidentiality' 


•Sir *6 
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has hern given. This information includes 
dates and places of meetings which were 
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attended by a limited number of people known t 
to the informant and/or information from these 
aieetings and situations in which an informant 
was in close contact with members of these - ^ 
organ lest ions, disclosure of which would reveal Wrtgfe ".:: 
his identity. 
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Office tAemofdndum * united staQs government 


TO « 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111) 


DATE: 6/15/59 


noM j 


SA CHARLES MARTEL HALE (422) 


SUBJECT: 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL . 

2S-C 




On 6/4/59# VHlHHHi who has furnished reliable 
information in the past ( conceal J , advised SA CHARLES MARTEL 
HALE that the National Committee to Secure Justice for 
MORTON SOBELL is to hold a meeting on June 19, 1959 at 
Jigbstei^aU. , East 11th Street and Fourth Avenue, NYC. ■ 

■I was unable to furnish any additional details !>T. • 
concWnTn^xhis meeting. . . 


nunwn auDivuj 


^1-New York 
i l^New York 
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CMHsmeb 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-367835) 
3 SAC, NEW YORK (100-107111). 


COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORION SOBELL, 

xs-c 

Rebulets II/ 14/58 and 2/9/59. 

-t - ' . 

Informants and sou sees of the NYO Who are active in and in 
frequent contact with personnel of captioned organisation have 
been enable to ascertain any additional information concerning the 
identities of the unknown members of the National Committee of 
captioned organisation. 


S/16/59 
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2 - BUREAU (100-367835) (KM) 
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Office MemoCmdum • united sticks government 


to . SAC, Hew York (100-107X11) 
j/^om t Director, FBI (100^387835) 


WBJUCT: NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE 
JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


DATE: July 2, 1959 


_ f 


iV>„/ 41 --«» # ~Ki4r> 


copy 


The Bureau, by separate cover, was i 
of a throwaway newspaper entitled "Today* 


In the Case of Morton Sobell," dated July, 1959. 


d-a tU — 
a Verdict 


It la noted that this is the fifth Issue of this 
paper and contains extensive Information concerning the 
activities on behalf of Morton Sobell as well as information 
concerning local affiliates. Advise by return mail whether 
the files of your office contain earlier Issues of this 
newspaper and If extra copies exist, furnish the Bureau 
with these documents promptly. 

Determine whether this newspaper will appear 
regularly in the future and if such is the case, make " 
suitable arrangements to obtain two copies for the Bureau t s 
^ information. Be guided by instructions contained in • 

SAC Letter 58-27(B) dated April 22, 1958. 
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furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past, 
and whose 
identity 
should be 
concealed. 


The informant's report is Quoted as follows 
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ACTION: 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the 
above and could add nothing further. ....... v - 

All necessary action in connection with this memo hae 
been taken by the writer. - - 
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APPENDIX 

LOS ANGELES COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOHELL, 
aka Lob Angeles Sobell Committee , Los Angeles Committee to 
Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case, Los Angeles Rosenberg* 
_ Sobell Committee 


A source advised on May 6, 1959 that the Los Angeles 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell was formerly 
known as the Los Angeles Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case and was also referred to as the Los Angeles 
Rosenberg-Sobell Committee. 

The Los Angeles Committee to Secure Justice in the 
Rosenberg Case was cited by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities report dated August 25* 1956, pages 66 and 67# as 
*'A local auxiliary of the National Committee to Secure Justice 
in the Rosenberg Case. 'Next to New York and Washington the 
area of greatest focus in the Rosenberg campaign was Los 
Angeles *** The Los Angeles campaign was under the direction of 
80PHIE DAVIDSON, Chairman of the Los Angeles Committee ***.'" 

Source advised that the Los Angeles Committee to *-•- 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell adopted that name in the fall 
- of 1954. The avowed purpose of this committee is to eetfUre 
the release of MORTON SOBELL from prison. Both the Los 
Angeles Committee to Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case and 
the Los Angeles Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 
were from their Inception dominated and controlled by the 
Communist party through the assignment of Communist party 
members to direct the activities of the committees. - 

Another source advised on July 27, 1953* “that 
SOPHIE DAVIDSON was then a Communist party member. 

Another source advised on May 6, 1959 that the Loa 
Angeles Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell is 
currently active. 
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